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this great Eſſay. 
of it was deliverid whin preach d, TEE to ow phabalatind 
ti the Text but was prevente | that Leltare, for 
gt otbad whey : Neither Lo | fo-large on wt 
Parables wor intend to be on thoſe 1 purpoſe to explain z 
fo that the ermon is rather a proper Specumen of the whole 
Work than the ſecond: + E | 
As touching ſome part of #his dark P arabolical Saying of our Sa- 
viour, I may differ in my Conceptions, "tis probable, from divers Men ; | 
33 t rg tf lined, 115 likg, to believe that the Man, or Men beve 
. & mentioned, are ſuch onlythat Satan overcomes, after they have made 
| @ profeſſion of Religion;with the ſame ſcandalous Sins, and ſo they turn 
with the Dog to their old Vomit. 1 grant this May be true in reſpett of 
= /ome of them ;, yet 1 do not believe yy Lord Feſms intends to fare 
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| When the unclean Spirit. is gone out of a Man, . he 
| -  walketh through dry places, Tiling Reſt, and finding 
none, Ver. 43. 

' Then he ſaith, I will return into my Houſe from whence 
by 11 came out ; and when ht is come, he finaeth it empty, 
+ © ſwept, and garniſbed, Ver. 44. 
4 Then goeth he and taketh with him ſeven other $, pirits 

©, more wicked: than himſelf, and enter in and dwell + 
* L- there; \and the laſt State of that Man is morſe than 


the brft, Ver. 45. 
” Tt place of Hol gta is generally acknow- Preached 4+ 


ged to be hard to be underſtood 3 moſt Ex _ 10, 1690, 
fiters and Annotators. (I have met with) ſay 
lictle co ir. 
Some call it a Parable, and others a paraboli- 
cal Speech or a Similitude. Fn 
Y 


2 The Counterfeft Chaiftian ;- oz, 
By the Scope and Coherence of the place ic is evident 
our Saviour ſetteth forth by it the direful and Condi- 
tion of the Scribes and Phariſees, and other People of che 
Jews, who boaſted of their external Holineſs, or ſeeming 
Sanity being not prophane or notorious Sinners z or 
as they themſelves fooliſhly ſaid, Not Extortioners, unjuſt, or 
Aadlterers, like as the Poblicans were, Lake 18. 11. Yetthe 
Lord Jeſus ſheweth by this Parable how they were de- 
ceived : for though they were delivered from that prophane 
and debauched unclean Spirit, 4 3 their State worſe 
the State of groſs and wicked Sinners, which is ſignj- 
by theenteriag into them ſeven other unclean Spirits 
wg wicked than the firſt that were gone out of 


; That the Words may be applied to them and other Peo- 
WL pleof that Generation, is evident from the ſequel of ver, 
| Matth. 12. 45. 45. Even ſo ſhall it be with the People of this froward Genera- 
tos, Yer no doubt our bieffed Ceviour in this place mays 
have Reference to a Man in the ot State z, or as ris 7 
ram gums Spiritus tmpares exverit a quopiam, &c, a5 43 
———_—— were carried away with curſed Hy- 
pocriſy. 


When the unclean Spirit, GC, : 
| By the wnclean Spirit, T6 xxoxSvgrw vet wee, is certainly 
* Mark 5.8, meant the Devil, called, * a» wclean Spirit. 
2. Becauſe he hath loſt his own original Parity, or clean 
2nd Holy Nature, he being at. firſt creaced an . of 
Log, having like Holinefs fell, winch the blefl; 
ele&t Angels of Heaven have. AS 0 
2. Becauſe he is (o univerſally filthy and abominable vile 
in himſelf, and fo remains and will abide for ever, 
being no Poffibilicy for him to become berrer, he being | 
and forſaken of God, without any means afforded of Biden 
parged from his unclean and filthy Narure. 

3. Becauſe he is not only unclean in himfef, but alfo de- 
fileth the Hearts and Spirits of all fach Perfons who receive 
and entertain him 3 nay, all the Pollution of oar Nature, 
Yea, 


| 
{ 


Sour 
clean thing, and it makes all ſuch loathſom and abou 
in the Sight of God, -who are overcome by it. 
naturally are vike and filthy, yet there are Degrees of Un- 
cleannels, ſome are worſe than others, more wicked, . and 
ſo more like to the Devil, in whom his very Image or Like- 
nels clearly may be (een. | 

4. He may alſo becalled an #xcloan Spirit, becauſe he con- 
tinually inticech and ſtrives co draw Men to Filchinefs, and 
co all manner of Uncleannefs, a an utter Enemy to all 
Parity and true Holinefs, envying all thoſe who love it, and 
ſtrive co promote it. 


le 
all 


I: gone out of 4 Max.) Not that the Man was aQuall 

ed with the Devil (as ſome may think) ron 4 
tis very like the Lord Jeſus may borrow this Parabolical 
Speech from a Perſon aQually poſleſſed; but he ſheweth 
hereby that all wicked Men are in a myſtical and ſpiritual 
ſenſe poſſeſſed with the Devil z all graceleſs Sinners have 
an unclean Spirit in them. Where Sin predominates and rules 
in the Heart, there the Devil has Poſſeflionz that Hearr is 
Satan's Throne where he reigns and {ways the Scepter : Sa- 


tan was ſaid to enter into 7d *; to fill the Heart of * Luke 22. 3. 
Ananias t : OI ONO Ed f 60s 57s 


one was plagued or poſſeſſed with a treacherous Devil, 
the other with a lying Devil. - Hence 'tis alſo ſaid, that Sa- 
ran, who is the Prince of the Power of the Air, both 
worketh and ruleth in the Children of Diſobedience ||. 

Gone ont ] Either by the Power and Force of the Grace 
of God in- its common Op—_ he was thrown out 3 or 
4 2 | C116 


Luke 19. 11, 


The Counterfeit Chaiſtſanz 02, 
elſe, through Policy, he voluntarily leaves his'Houſe for a 
time, with an ion 'to return again with a ſtronger 
_ Some adhere to the firſt ſenſe, and others to the 


Gone out, i, E, 25a Carnal, : prophane, or black Devil, for 
ſo he may be faid to be in all debauched Perſons : and. in: 
this reſpect he may be (aid to be gone out, or thrown out' of 
the Phariſees, and other falſe and counterfeit Profeſlorsz 
he may not be able to keep them any longer under the Power + 
of open and groſs Prophaneneſs. And from hence the Pha- 
riſeeproudly breaks forth, God, I thank thee, I am not as othey 
Men are, Extortioners, Vnjaſt, Adulterers, or even as this Pub- 
lices, Why may not Satan beexpelled or forced out of his 
Houſe in ſome degree, by the common Influences of che 
Spirit > All generally grant that legal Convictions, and the 
Operation of common Grace through the Workings of 
natural Conſcience, have ſome conſiderable Power inthem 
to reform the Life of a wicked Perſon. | Nor can I think 
Satan would yield to any: Soul voluntarily fo far as to let 
him become ſo much as civilized if he could help it z chere- 
fore I rather think he was forced to give place, as not being 


-able to hold his own (in ſome reſpeR) as formerly, al- 


though whilſt the Creature abides in his natural State, not 
having a changed Heart, Satan hath pofleſſfion of that Soul 
ſtill in a great meaſure.z and therefore he leaves, no doubt, 
a ſtrang Guard behind him, when he is ſaid to go our, 
though they may be ſaid to hide themſelves, or retire into 
ſome lurking-holes and Corners of the Houſe, or rather of 
the Heart. Satan cannot doubtlefs/keep Poſſeſſion always, 
ſofar asto hold Men under the Power of groſs and ſcanda- 


' Jous. Sins, of cauſe them--to continue - openly prophanes; 


fuch - Power and -Virtue is there in the common Operation 
of the Spirit, or in legal Convictions. and workings of na- 
tural Conſcience, together with the -help of the-external 
Miniſtration of God's Word, and by the means of AMicti- 
ons, and thoſe ſevere Providences and: Diſpenſations, un- 
der which wicked: Men may be exerciſed, - that it may tend 
to make them become other Mea : though is cannot change 


theig 


"the Danger of Hypocriſy. 
their Hearts, yet ic may make a great change inheir Lives, 
by which means they may look like Saints, - and talk like 
Saints and ſanRified Perſons, and be taken for ſuch too by 
the truly Godly ; nay, and that which is worſe, may con- 
clude within themſelves they are converted, fince their for- 
mer Enemy, that debauched _ and unclean Spirit is gone 
out of them. I am fo far of the mind of James Arminixe, 
that Man by the means of that common Help and Power 
God affords to all in general, may leave the groſs As of 
Wickedneſs, let Satan do what he can; which has been 
often evinced by that Terror ſevere hamane Laws have had 
on the. Conſciences of wicked and ungodly Perſons. -.I am 
perſwaded were there a Law that he that (wore an'Oath, 
or was Drunk, or committed Adultery, ſhould have his 
right Hand cut off, or be made a Slave all che days of his 
Life, we ſhould ſee Men would get Power over thoſe Tem 
tations of Satan, and neither be Drunk'nor commit Adul- 
; ery. i ' . 
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Ly 


He walketh through dry Places.) 


x. Satan is faid in that of Fob *, To go to and fro in the Job. 1. 7. 


Earth, and to walk up and down in it, Satan here ſpeaks, faich 
Mr. Carl. like a Prince 5 therefore ſaith he 3 ** Some con- 
* ceive this was the Prince of Devils-chat is mentioned in 
« this Text, or Belzebab the chief of Devils. He walketh 
about to view his Provinces and Tetritories, ' from one 
place to another, but he doth not walk to and fro as an 
idle- Peripatetick, but to enquire, to obſerve, and conſider, 
as a Spy; :to ſearch all things and Perſons as he paſleth' a- 
long. Therefore; | 0 

2; Thisnoteth that Satan is a diligent Enemy: (if he hath 
loſta/little ground, or is worſted m' one Soul, he will try 
what/Power- and Succeſs he can find in another. 

3. | It ſhews that he is an unquiet and reſtleſs Spirit, being 
caſt out of "Heaven, he can reſt no where 3 and if he be 
forced out.of ſome Menat onetime, he wilt tempt others ; 
nay, . if the Servant hath a little 'worſted him, he, to re- 
+ venge himfeclf, - will fall perhaps 'in the next Ry cp 

". ©, 20n4 
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Son; if he loſe ſome place in his own Houſe, he will ſee if 
he cannot get into the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt 3 or, if 
he-is forced to leave wet and filthy places in which he de- 
lights, he qe were through &7 places, and ſee what he can 
meet witn Tt . 

*- 4. Satan's great Work which he imploys himſelf. in and 
about, is no.doubt to get into the Heart of Men to dwell, 
nay rule there, and fo fubje&t them to himſelf, and defile 
and polute them one way or other; 


Dry places, ſoeking Ref, and findiug none ] 1, e&. where there 
i5n0 Water or Moiſture, or not enough to refreſh him; | he 
bas a cruel Thirſt upon him, and unlefs he can meer with 
that he ſeeketh, which is to make a Prey of the Souls of 
Men, he is in a reſtle(s ſtate, like a thuſty Perſon who walks 
ing through dry Places can find no Water. There are ſome 
ſorts of Men that aford Satan no Content nor SatisfaQtion 3 
he ſeeketh for that oft-times which he finds not; he is nor 

leaſed tobe as a Travellor, to paſs __ a place and ſtay 

as it were but for a Night) but would fain find ReR, 5.e. 
have aPlaceor Heart to dwell in, and take ſole Poſſeſſion of. 
I find one of the Ancients, who writing on this dark Ex- 
preſſion, ſpeaketh thus: Ss long as he dwelleth not in me, he is 
ſaid to ſeek, Reſt, he is grieved and vexed, &c. 

1. Dry Places are commonly clean Places, or Places where 
there is no Dirt or Mire: and Satan, that unclean Spirie, 
is like a Swine, 5. e. he delights in filthy and mirery Places, 
which may ſignify his aſſaulting the Saints, or ſeeking to ger 
to ſantified Hearts, or Hearts renewed by the ſpecial 
Grace of God, and throughly purged by the Blood of 
Chriſt, in whom that filehy fink of Sin and Polation is not 
-only dryed up, but the Heart is changed and made new, and 

{ono more a Houſe or Habitation for this unclean Spirit, 
bur is become the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, or a Habi- 
tation for God through the Spirit. And theſe Men's Hearts 
are unto Satan, like dry Places to a thirſty and reſtleſs Per= 
ſon: fqr as,the Holy Spirit cannot reſt, nor take up his abode 
in filthy and poluced Hearts.z ſo the Devil, that wicked Sp+ 


rit, 


_ Yy 
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th? Danger of Hypocriſy. 
rir, can find no Reſt nor Place of abode in renewed and 
ſanRified Hearts. And as it is no ſuitable Houſe or Habitation 
for him 3 fo likewiſe Believers have one dwelling in them, 
ſtrong enough to keep Saran out : for ſtronger (ſaith the Apo- 


{Ye*) i; be that is in ms, than he which is in the World - and + 1 John2.14 
2gain he ſaith f,” Te are firong, and the Weird of Gid abideth int 1 John 5.18, + 


you; and ye have overcome the Wicked one : He that is begotten 0 
God, keepeth himſelf, and the wicked one toucheth him not : (ha 
not ſo touch him as to enter into his Heart, and take up his 
Dwelling, or get Poſfeſlion of him any' more; and there- 
fore theſe Men's Hearts, 5. e. the Hearts of true ſanQtified 
Chriſtians, I conclude are meant here by our Saviour, which 
are to Satan as dry places, where there is no dwelling or a- 
biding for him. 

2, As 4y Placer are dean Placesz fo likewiſe they are + 
barren Places, Places where lictle or nochi 
will grow; Satan's for ſach Hearts that will receive his ev 
Seed, 5. e.' faited and fit ro cloſe in with his curſed Tempra- 
tions, which are like ro moiſt or TY panes ſuch as all 
corrnpt and Hearts are, in others that bitter and 
evil Seed which this unclean Spirit ſows, will not take root: 
Near eo atone, Gue tht SELIR ona a 
tan ſhould drop ſome of his curſed Seed in them, and it 
ſhould meet with a little of the old corrupt Natare (there 
being inthe beſt of Men an unregenerate part) yer it would 
ſoon wither and come to norhing3 for their Hearts are, (as 
I ſaid before) no praper Soy! for rhe Seed of the wicked 
one, therefore if he gets in a lirtle, he is ſoon turned out 
again ſo that ina Word, according to the Import of this. 
Saying of Chriſt, (asI conceive) theſe Mens Hearts are to 
the Devil, like dry yruees; where he can find no Reſt, 

3. Dry Places are forthe moſt part places leaſt inhabited 


for wan of Water; the Hearrs of Saints are like uninhabi- 
table Places to Satan, in them'he cannot find choſe proper 
Accommodations which he needs and muſt have where he 
divells. Burt fince he can find no Dwelling here, no Dia- 
bolical Comfort nor Refreſhment, 5. e. no abode \- Godly 

carts 5 
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Hearts; be faith, 1. will return into my Houſe from whence 1 
Came out, Ver. 44. . | : 

I will retkrn : Not that he was quite routed and vanquiſhed 
before, *ris called ſtill his Houle, he Jays claim and. pleads 
Propriety in him and Intereſt ſtill. Therefore this Mans 
Heart was-not become the Temple of che Holy Spirit, he 
was gone -out, or. forced out before, as a Swearing, Cheat- 
ing, Whoring, Or - drunken Devil, &c, and this might inrage 
him, and move him to attempt fome greater Enterprize, 
which we have already ſpoken to. Satan doth, not. love to 
looſe 'of let go any ſtrong hold he hath of carnal and pro- 
phane Perſons 3 but ſecing he had received ſome ſmall: De- 
Tear, he ſets upon the truly God)y Chriſtian; like as when 
he' was caſt out of Heaven unto the Earth, he preſent! 
perſecuted the Woman which brought forth the Man-chila, 
"Rev. 12.13, When he ſaw he could notuphold his King- 
dom by Paganiſm, nor farther execute his Malice by. Pagan 
Emperors, but was routed and overcome as to that Power 
he had, (as our late Annotators obſerve) to. let us know that 
he retains his Malice, though he hath loſt his former ſtrength, 


he goes on in a 129 joy Church of God. Even (o, Ifay, 


he having been forced to give way before (as was hinted) he 
walks about to ſeek Revenge upon the Saints; but they be- 
ing to him hkedry Places to a thirſty Man, orasan Inn to a 
Traveller,” iz. no reſting Place, he reſolves to return-to his 
own' Houſe, thatis, the Hearts of hypocritical Profeſſors, 
ſuch as the Phariſees were : And this returning of his into 
his old Houſe, imports. (as,I conceive) his coming again in 
another form or ſhape, and with a Reſolution ro get better 
and more firmer; and; ſurer Poſſeſſion than'he had before. 
Now he appears as fa Angel of Light. . Nor Can-we ſuppoſe 
he had no Party left id the faid Houſe when he went our. 
Parables muſt not he ſtrained too far z We ought not to 
ſcrue or make too ſevere a Scrutiny upon \every Phraſe : 
therefore we cannot think when he :1s {aid to return'to his 
ormer Houle, or attempt afreſh the falſe and countetfeir 
Chriſtiap, that he hath quice given over his Defgns in 2ffault- 
ing lanctified Perſons, but he cannot indure to be an Un- 
ES derling, 


' the Danger of Hypocriſy. 
derling, he is for kinging it in the Souls of Men, would fain 
reign and ſway the Scepter there ; and where he cannot rule 
and domineer, he harh no Reſt, nor can be ſatisfied. And 
therefore he may be ſaid co return as an exiled Prince, and 
leſt he hould be diſcovered, he puts ona new Garb, and is 
now contented his Captive ſhould become religious, that fo 
the deluded Sinner might nor diſcern him, but take him for 
his lawful Sovereign 3 as if he ſhould fay, I will yield to 
you now 3 if you will be a Profeſſor and become religious, 
ye ſhall, but Lyill dwell with you —— here is 
room enough for me as a white Devil, tho not as a black one 


And when he is come, he findeth it empty, ſwept nd garniſhed. | 

Empty; That is, the Spirit of God was not there, true 
Grace was not there, Chriſt dwelleth not there; that Houſe 
may well be ſaid to be empty, where God and Jeſus Chriſt 
arenotz nor is it a hard .and dithculrt thing for the unclean 
Spirit toenter into ſuch a Soul, ſince there was no Enemy 
ſtrong enough to'keep him out; but contrariwile, the place 
ſeems to be rather prepared and made fit for him, to take up 
his abode in this new religious and ſpiritual Appearance ; 
nay here is not only room for himſelf, but the Houle is ſo 
empty, that many other unclean Spirits more wicked than 
him(elf, may have their abode and dwelling there alfo. Sa- 
tan faith, 7 will return tomy Houſe, 8&c. He ſpeaks as if he 
was ſure enough that this Sinner was his own, and therefore 
ſhould wichout any difficulty enter in, in thatnew Diſguiſe 
in which he now pen 3 and was vr «ye ſaid, he ftiad- 
eth it empty, and alſo wept : but doubclels ſome Dirt and 
Filth was yet in ſome Hole or Corner: For like as a lazy 
2nd (lothful: Houſe-wife uſes to (ieep alittle of the looſe 
Duſt and Filck in the open and middle of the Room, and lers 
many ſecrer Corners lie foul as before, and may be leaves 
the Dirt behind the Door our of the publick view of Peo- 
ple: So the falſe and counterfeit Chriſtian reforms his Life 
1n the ſight of Men; or, like the Phariſees, makesclean 
the out-fide of the Cup and Platters bur their Hearts are 


ſill polluted, and as vile as ever. 
T Swept 5 


Mat. 2 3.27,29. 
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Swept $ but not with a proper and fix Broom ; 'tis ſaid to 
be (wept, but alas 'twas only with the Beeſom of legal Refor= 
mation 3and how far that will cleanſe the unclean and wicked 
Perſon, is known:to all underſtanding Men 3 it only takes 
away the Filth - of groſs and ſcandalous Sins: therefore ſaid 
by St. Peter, To eſcape the Corruption that us in the World, that 
is, the prophane World, #. e. vile and notorious Sins and 
Pollutions. 

Ard garniſhed, or painted; which may {1gnify that ſeeming 
Santity, moral Vertue, and the comman Graces of che 
Spirit. Our Saviour elſewhere compares Phariſaical Holi- 
neſs, to painting or garniſhing of a Sepulchre 3 os nnto you 
Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, for ye are like unto whited Se+ 
pulchres, which indeed appear beantiful ontward, but within are full 
of dead Mens Bones, and all Uncleanneſs : Ne build ({aith he) 
the Tombs of the Prophets, and garniſh the Sepulchres of the Righ- 
teens, And thus Pharifaical and; Hypocritical Profeſſors 
may be ſaid: to be garniſhed, 5. e. they. ſeem glorious to 
Men, whoonly judg by the outward Appearance, and know 
not the Heart z there may be a great change of Life, a beau- 
riful outſide, and yet the evil and vitious Habits and Polluti- 
ons of the Heart may be ſtill-che ſame, and not changed. 
And remarkable is this Phraſe of our Saviour [ garniſhed, ] 
which we know is commonly a curious piece of Art: Men 
by their Ingenuity ſtrive to imitate Naturez they will draw 
the Face of a Man, &c. with curious Painting, very. exact, 
fo that it much reſembles the Perſon's natural Face, yet 'tis 
not the ſame, 'tis but a piece of Paint, . an artificial Inventi- 
on.: Even fo in like manner by the-Improvement of a Man's 
natural Parts, common Grace, Light and Knowledg, he 
may appear in the view and (ight of Men, as a true Child 
of God, and may. talk and diſcourſe like a Saint, read and 
hear God's Word, nay, and pray alſo with much ſeeming 
Devotion.and Piety, and may likewiſe bridle many untuly 
Luſts, and- groſs Enormities of Life, and give Alms to the 
Poor; infomuch that he may very exactly reſemble a true 
and fincere. Chriſtian, and betaken by all Godly People to 
be indeed ſuch an one: but notwithſtanding, all,. ris but x 

artificial 


"the Danger of Þpportiky. 
artificial Piece, 'ris but like a curious Paint, or vain-glorious 
Garniſh; it is not the Image of God, it is not the ney Crea- 
eure ; though it looks like it, much reſembles ie, yer it isnot 
the ſame: for the Man isa meer Hypocrite, a counterfeic 
Chriſtian, the work upon him ny the Product of na- 
tural Improvements, and not the Effet of the ſaving Ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit. Nay, and Satan, though an un- 
clean Spirit, likes to dwell in ſuch a Houſe, I mean ſuch a 
Heart, thus ſwept and garniſhed, as well as in the Heart of 
4 vile and debauched Perſon: - And evident itis, that this 
ſweeping or external cleanſing with the Broom of outward 
Reformation, or the Garniſh of motal Righteouſneſs, com- 
mon Gifts and Graces of the Spirit, Prayer, hearing the 
Word, partaking of the Sacraments, and doing many good 
Works, cannot ſecure the Soul againſt Satan's Attempts, in 
order to his taking up his Habitation in ſuch Perſons Hearts, 


Afﬀeer I had preached theſe two Sermons, a Godly Friend 
who heard them, told mehe had met with a Treatiſe of Mr. 
Richard Allen's, Author of Vindicie Pietatis, who gives the 
ſame ſenſe on this myſterious place of Scripture: He helped 
me tothe Book which I was ignorant of, and Mr. Ales being 
a very worthy Perſon, I ſhal! give you ſome brief Hiats of 
what he hath faid. 

* When the unclean Spirit goeth ont of a Man, &c. That Sin- 
*ners are vile and abominable, ſaith he, it is from that wicked 
* Spirit, Satan, that dwells in chem : Every Sinner is a Perſon 
* poſſeſſed of a Devil; when a little reformed, they ſeem 
* for a time'to be diſpoſſeſſed; &c. He walketh through dry 
* Places, what theſe dry Places may be, is not eaſy to deter- 
* mine: Some by theſe loca arida, underſtand loca vacua, 
* void empty Places, the Deſerts and Waſtes of the Earth, 
*where he hnds no body to attempt or moleſt. 

© Bur could Saran, faith he, think to find Reſt there where 
©was no Houſe for him to lay his Head-in > Would the 
© Tempter waſte his time in ſeeking whom to devonr in 
* thoſe waſte Places, where heknew well enough there were 
* none to be found? He knows 0 well where innersdwell, 
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© to go toſeek them where they are notz more like to find 
© che Devil at a Market, than in a Wilderneſs. This there- 
© fore ſeems not to be the ſenſe——. | 
* Why may- not, ſaith he, theſe ry Places be the Saints 
© on Earth, the Fountain of whoſe Blood is dried up? in 
© whom the Sun hath dried up their Dirt and Mire, in 
* which this Swine loves to wallow, &c. [He ſecketh Reft ] 
* this notes two things. 
© 1. Whenthe Devil is gone out of any Perfon, he is ne- 
© ver at Reſttill he is gotten in again, either thither whence 
© he went out, or into ſome other Habitation, where he may 
* domore Miſchief : Like Cliildren, like Father, tis ſaid 
© of them, ſo'tis mach more true of him, He reſts not bat 5n 
© doing Milchief. | 
© 2, The Devil loves to dwell where he may be at Reſt 7 
© that is, not from Work (his Reſt is his Work) but from 
© Reſiſtance or Oppoſition, 5. e. in carnal and unclean 
* Hearts, ec. 
Seeking Reſt and finding none.) © He goes, ſaith he, through 
* theſe dry Places, from Saint ro Saint, from Heart to Heart, 
* in hope to find Entertainment, but is ſtill diſappointed 3 
© here's little Reſt for me to be had, theſe dry Places 1 (ee are 
© no Places for me, here's watching and wreltling and warring 
* againſt mez ſo much praying, complaining againſt me, 
* that there's no ſtay for me here :— Ile go back ro my old 
* Habication: And when he comes, he finds it empty, (wept, 
* and garnithed, 2 little cleaner and handfomer than when 
© he left it, The Devil can allow Sinners a little Reforma- 
* tion 4. but though it be a lictle cleanſed and garniſhed, yer 
* it hes empty till, there's no Tenant hathtaken ic up, though 
* the Devil went out, Chriſt was not lec in, but there ir lies 
* void for the next chat comes. 
© Then he goeth and taketh ſeven other Spirits more wicked than 
* bimſelf, and they enter in, and dwell there and the laſt ſtate of 
© that Maris worſe than the firſt, Beware of a returning De- 
* vilz the Devil-at his retwrn often makes ſevenfold worſe 
* Work than before he did, 1».Alrn's Godly Fear, p, 213, 214, 
215, 2I6, 
He 
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He modeſtly offers this as his Thoughts on the Place, and 
I find others confirming by ſome brief Hints the ſame thin 
I thought it not amils to recite this Paftage of his, asa far- 
ther Confirmation of the Expoſition I have briefly given 
you of this dark Place of Scripture, not doubting but 'tis the 
ſenſe and meaning of our Saviour. 

But now to draw towards a Cloſe, take two or three 
Points of Do&rine. Obſerve, 

1. Satan is an unclean Spirit, As God is the Author and 
Original of all true Holineſs, ſo is Satan of all Sin and 
Wickedneſs: And as God's Nature is pure, fo the Devil 
in his Nature is impare ; all Purity proceeds from God, and 
all Sin praceeds from Satan-z God ſtrives to promote the 
one, and the Devil labours to promote the other : As God's 
Kingdom is (et up in the World, and maintained by Holi- 
neſs and ſpiritual SanRtity z ſo the Devil's Kingdom is ſet up 
and upheld by Sin and Filthinets. As God by his Spirit dwells 
in ſanified Heaxts, ſo the Devil dwells in polluted and fin- 
ful Hearts: And as Chriſt makes that Man or Womaa holy 
and clean where he makes his abode; ſo Satan makes thoſe 
Souls where he takes up his Dwelling, unclean and abomi- 
nably wicked. Moreover, as he who is truly ſanctified and 


Dot. I. * 


made Holy, is ſaid to be of God z ſo they that are wicked * John 8. 
and ungodly, are {aid to be of the Devil *. All thoſe who 1 John 3.8,12. 


are ſpiritual and truly gracious are like ro God, or bear ſome 
Reſemblance of himz and all unclean and wicked Perſons 
are liketo the Deyil. Theſe things conſidered, no marvel 
Satan is called an unclean Spirit, 
2. All prophane naterious and nngealy Sinners are in a woful ſt ate, 
the unclean Spirit ts in them, their Hearts are Satan's Habitation. 
The Heart of Man was not originally Satan's Houſe, nor 
hath he any juſt Right or Propriety init 3 'tis his by Ulſarpa- 
tion-and Conqueſt, as Men yield up themſelves to him, 
and entertain his Temptations, Man both Body and Soul is 
the Lord's, he is his Creature z nor ought he to ſuffer any to 
dwell in him, much lefs to rule and tway the Sceprer over 
him, but the Holy God. But as all Men as they come into 
the World, have wretched and curſed Natures, pag 
origina 
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original avityz ſo ungodly Men aQtually have caſt off 
God, their lawful and only Sovereign, and have mbraced 
the wicked one, they have received, and do ſubject therr- 
ſelves to Satan that uaclean and filthy Spirit, he is King and 
Lord over them. The Devil hath got Poſſeſſion by Craft, 
he inticed our firſt Parents*to open the Door to him, they 
gave him the firſt Entertainment, twas then he took Poſleſh- 
on, and thereby art once corrupted all chat are in the Houſe; 
I mean, all the Faculties of the Soul, to ſuch a Degree, that 
they all naturally fide with Satan, and are for him, and are 
filled with Enmity againſt God, and oppoſe and refiſt his 
Spirit, and rebel againſt the Light. cked Men had ra- 
ther be under the tyrannical Government of the Devil, than 
to be ruled and governed by Jeſus Chriſt: And from hence 
"tis no wonder they rather chuſe to have wicked earthly Ru- 
lers and tyrannical Kings to be over them, than to be ſubjeR 
to a Prince who is an Enemy to Wickedneſs, Tyranny and 


' Oppreſſion. This ſhews the Blindneſs and miſerable State 


and Condition of all wicked and ungodly Men. * We may 
furthernote alſo, 

3. That Satan may loſe ſome graund in Sinners Hearts, he 
may ſeem to be gone out of them, and they may become ſober and 
civilized, and yet may be in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and their 
Hearts notwithſtanding may be ſtill Satan's Habitation, 

Let theſe Men change their Lives, and become other Men 
in the View of the World, alter their courſe of Life, yet 
they are miſerable; Satan has ſpiritual Power and Domini- 
on over them ; he has a ſtron party in their Hearts. when 
he ſeems to be gone out, and knows they are his ſtill, and 


' owns them as his dwelling-place. When he cannot meet with 


Entertainment in other places, when Saints afford him no In- 
couragement, but diſpleaſe and defy him, and their Hearts 
are as dry places, he can nevertheleſs return at pleaſure to 
his old Habitation, and there he enters and dwells. Let 
them change their Religion, yet they are Satan's Slaves (till, 
he matters not if they leave Popery and cleave to Prelacy, 
and ſo become Proteſtants in general z nay, imbrace a more 
refined fort of People, and take upon them a more ſtri& 


Profeſſion 
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Profeſſion of Religion, yet ſtill they belong to him, if they 
are not truly regenerated and renewed in their Souls; ler 
them be Presbyterians, Independents, or Baptiſts, it ſignifies 
nothing, they are til] the ſame, and under Satan's Power 
and Dominion, O how miſerably are ſome Men deceived, 
thinking if they are reformed and become zealous for exter. 
nal Ordinances, and have taken up this or that form of Re- 
ligion, and are taken for Saints by Men, that all is well, 
and they ſhall be ſaved! How did the Phariſees glory in 
their ſeeming Zeal and Pierty, and flatter themſelves, and 
yet wofully blinded, and in a damnable State and Condition ? 
Note alſo, that, | 


4. Morality, external Gifts and common Grace, are but like a Do&. IV. 


vain Paint, a mere empty and artificial Garniſh, 

They make a fair ſhow inthe Fleſh, they pride it in them. 
ſelves, and Men praiſe and admire them, but what doth all 
this ſignify ? they are ſtil] under a diabolical Power and I[n- 
Auence, and twofa/d more the Children y the Devil than they were 
before : Nay, as I ſhall hereafter ſhew, rather ſeven times 
worſe than when they were openly wicked and prophane. 


APPLICATION. 


1. A Terror to Sinners. Tremble you tchatlive wicked 
Lives, remember the unclean Spirit dwells in you, and has 
Power over.you, your Hearts are his Habitation, he rules 
in you, and takes you Capriveat his Will. If in this State 
you die, you are undone for ever. 

2. See to'it, you that are Profeſfors, leſt you are alſo de- 
ceived. What is a reformed Life without a chacged Heart ? 
To caſt off the groſs Ads of Sin, will not avail you any 
thing, without the evil Habits are broke, and you renewed 
in the Spirit of your Mind. Though you ſeem to be godly - 
to Men, yet God knows your Hearts, and how they ſtand 
affected to him,and to true real Godlineſs. A form of Religi- 
on will never ſave you 3 and though you may have got ſome 
ground againſt Satan, and he ſeems to have left you, or is. 
gone out, yettake heed he does not return again with greater 
frength,” and get.you into (tronger Bonds now, . than 2 

ore. . 
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before. Bat becauſe this will be more fully opened in the 
next place, I ſhall at preſent ſay no more to it now. 

3. This alſo affords much Comfort ro God's People. Sa- 
tan ſets upon you, and fain he would ſubje& your Souls to 
himſelf, and take Poſſeſſion of your Hearts, but he cannot 
prevail, you have got one in you who is ſtronger than Satan, 
who will preſerve you to his Heavenly Kingdom. Burt no 
more at this time: I ſhall leave what I have ſaid co the 


Blefling of God. 


This Hymn _ HE unclean Spirit that goes out, 
ſung at the cloſe Of Men that vicious are, 


/ . bag AE Doth oft-times ſeek and ſearch abour, 
| Fot reſt both here and there : 
And fain would he make his abode, 
In places dry and clean; 
And ruin all the Saints of God, 
Which hath been often ſeen. 


But thou, O Lord, doſt them preſerve, 


And in them thou doſt dwell, 

So that from thee they cannot (werve, 
To be o're-come by Hell. F 

Which Satan feeing, ſtrait-way goes, 
To his own Dwelling-place, 

And with him brings more diſmal Woes, 
On-ſuch who want thy Grace. 


Who of it being empty quite, 
Tho {wept and garniſhed, 

He enters in, and with ſtrong might 
They captive all are led, 

And overcome by him again, 
Through curſt Hypocriſy, .. 

And in them he does rule and reign, 
Which few are brought to ſee. 


What cauſe have ſuch thy Praiſeto fing, 
Who are renew'd by thee? 

Whoſe Heart thy Habitation is, 
They always happy be. 
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Ne On MATTH. 12. 43,44, 45. 


——When the Unclean Spirit is gone out of a Man, &c. 


HE laſt Day I opened the ſeveral Parts of this place gr. 
of Holy Scripture, in the uſual Method I have all along Execiew 
taken in my Expoſition of other Parables, which [ Horſely- 
have already ſpoken to, according to that, ſmall mea. Pown, 
ſure of Light and Knowledg the Lord hath been pleaſed to'be- —_— ha, 
ſtow upon me. | There remains one thing further to be done, *** 
and that'is indeed the chief and moſt material of all, which is 
to ſhew you the ſad State of the falſe and counterfeit Profeſlor, 
out of whom the Unclean Spirit is ſaid to be gone, but yet is 
returned again with ſeven other Spirits more wicked than him- 
ſelf. OurPBleſſed Lord ſaith, The laſt State of that Man i worſe yycy 2.45 
than the firſt.” Now in what reſpect a painted Hypocrite, or 
one garniſhed-only with common Gifts and Graces of the Spi- 
rit, may be ſaid to be.in a worſe State than the open Prophane, 
I ſhall endeavour, God aſliſting, to demonſtrate. 
"Tis ſaid, Satan returned with ſeven other Spirits, &c.] Seven 
is a number of -Perfe(tion. 1 judg aur Saviour deſigned hereby  #o 
-to ſhew that the Devil hath now got ſtronger hold and poſſeſſion 
of ſuch a Perſon by many degrees ; many unclean Spirits. or 
worſe and more dangerous Sins cleave to -him than before, ſo 
that hes like to be perfettly miſerable. But to proceed ; 
Firſt ; That which renders falſe Profeſſors, or. counterfeit 
Chriſtians, to be in ſuch a deplorable Condition, (which alſo 
evidently appeared in the Phariſees and other People in that Ge- 
neration, to whom primarily our Saviour refers, as the cloſe 
of the 45th Verſe ſhews) is, that great Ignorance that cleaves 
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to them notwithſtanding their common 1Illnminations ; which: 
ufually does conſiſt in theſe Reſpetts following. 

I. They know not their own miſerable State,looking upon themſelves 
to be rich and increaſed with Goods, and to have need of nothing :. as 
appears by that Charge of the Lord Chriſt againſt the Church, 
"1 Laodicea, who were fallen into the like Condition ; they 

ink none knows more than themſelves, inſomuch that they ſe- 
cretly contemn him who tells them how it is with them; and 
this riſes from- the canſideration-of that great Knowledg they 
conceit they have above others ; But now ye ſay, Te ſee,therefore 

ur Sin remains. If your Ignorance were: ſimple, (as if Chriſt 
ſhould ſay) and not affeted, or were you ſenſible of your blind- 
ne, then your Diſeaſe would not be ſo incurable : But now 
you ſay you ſee, and you doubt not but you are in a ſtate of 
Happineſs, and are the only People of God, and yet preſump- 
tuouſly refuſe the way of your Relief and Salvation, and Co 
not conclude you are under Guilt and Wrath,as indeed you are. 
Prophane Perſons; though their State is bad, and very miſera- 
ble, yet are not generally ſo blind as once to imagine their Con- 
dition to be good, but aCt and do thoſe abominable Deeds of 
Darkneſs, againſt the Light and Dictates of their own Conſci- 
ences : And though Satan hath got power over them, and their 
Luſts predominate in them, yet are they commonly poſſeſſed at 
certain times with fear about their eternal State, (unleſs whol- 
gen up to a reprobate Mind; having their Conſcience- ſeared 
with an hot Iron );, and that which ſeems to bear uptheir Spirits, 
is the hopes they have of future Repentance ; for the thoughts 
of dying in the preſent Condition they are in, is grievous to 
them : Nay, and the falſe Profeſſor, whilſt he abode under the 
Power of the Unclean Spirit, being openly prophane, might 
tremble, as ſeeing himſelf poſting headlong to Hell ; but now, 
through the blindneſs of his Mind, for want of a true illumina- 
tion of the Spirit, he thinks he is in the dirett way to Heaven, 
his Conſcience being miſled, (and his intellectual part darkened) 
never reproves him, but rather gives in its teſtimony for him. 
And thus it was with Pas! before his Converſion; whilſt be 
abode a Phariſee, his Conſcience never accuſed him for thoſe 
reat Evils in perfecuting the Church of God ; for he himſelf 
aith, he did it #gnorantly in unbelief. What can render the State 
| 2 of- 
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of a Perſon worſe, 5. e. to be at Enetmy- to God, and: Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to the Power of Godlineſs, and yet think he is * 
Holy, and a good Chriſtian nay, and his Conſcience being 
blinded in the Matter, acquits him of Hypocriſy for- want of 
Saving-light, whilſt he keeps up in a zealous performance of the 
external Atts of Duty and Religion, by which means he is de- 
prived of that help which ſome openly-prophane- meet with ; 
trom the Rebukes and Laſhes of their own Conſciences, which. 
oft-times proves a means of their Converſion. But the hypocri- 
. tical Profeſſor, not knowing the want of a changed Hearr, nor -. 
'the defeCt of thoſe Sacred Principles from whence ſhould flow all 
he aCts and does, but contrarywiſe is ſtirred up by falſe Princi- 
ples, and aCQts only by the power of natural-Conſcience and Af- 
fections, having no clear judgment to diſcern his own Dan- : 
ger,. nor what a State is he ſtill in 3 His Condition is deplo- 
rable, and this Unclean Spirit is worſe and more direful than 
that whichche was in before. 

2. Their Blindneſs and Ignoraxce confiſteth, in that they cannot diſ- 
cern nor diſtinguiſh between a changed Heart and a changed Life, or 
between legal Reformation and true Regeygration. They think, be- 
cauſe their State ſeems ſo much better than it was before, in 
their own apprehenſion, and in the apprehenhon of others alſo, 
their Condition is good enough, they comparing themſelves with 
themſelves, beholding what a vaſt difference there is, or ſeems 2 Cor. 10. 
to be in reſpect of what they once were, when Swearers, Drun- 12. 
kards, Whoremongers, &c. cannot but commend themſelves 
to themſelves : once they ſaw themſelves Sinners, and called 
themſelves ſo, and were aſhamed of their own ſinful and wicked 
Lives; but now they are Righteous in their own conceit,. and 
ſo have no need .of any further work, being arrived to that 
State of Holineſs, ( as they think ) to that degree of Piety, to 
that Change, to that Converſion, that they conclude they need 
not ſeek for any other, and yet are deceived, and in the Gall of - 
Bitterneſs. And hereby they ſeem to put themſelves out of the 
Call of Jeſus Chriſt, who came to ſerk and to ſave that which was Mat. 18. 
loſt : not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance, Let Men 
think what they pleaſe, certainly there is no Devil like this 
Devil : If he can perſwade a_Man that he is whole, and not 
{ck at all, and fo needs no Phyſician; and that when the Go- 
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ſpel is preached to Sinners, and the danger of Unbelief is 
opened, yet it doth not affe&t him, nor concern him, he being 

" become a righteous Perſon ; what hopes can there be of 
{uch a one? © Alas, the Miniſters of Chriſt have received no - 
Commiſſion to offer Chriſt to any but to Sinners. Now theſe 
are not the Perſons a precious Saviour is tendred nnto, they 
ſee no want nor need of him, and therefore theſe are paſſed by 
as ſuch who need no Repentance. 

3. Their Blindneſs conſiſteth in their ignorance of God's Righte- 
ouſneſs, -not knowing what Righteouſneſs it 1s that will, render 
them accepted and juſtified in the ſight of God ;, and ſo, like 

Rom. 10. the poor Jews, £0 about to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, their 

Jo own perſonal Righteouſneſs, a home-ſpun Righteouſneſs ; they 
ſee no need- to go to another, to be beholden to another, for 
that which they ſuppoſe they have in themſelves. And this 
ignorance of the Righteouſnels of God, partly riſes from their 
ignorance of the Nature of the Law, and pure Natyre of God, 
concluding, there is no need of a ſpotleſs or perfect Righteouſ- 
neſs in point of Juſtification, (as either being inherent in. us, 
which can't be, ſince all ave ſinned) or elſe by Imputation, as 
wrought out for us in the Perſon of the Mediator ; and there- 
fore think (as Pax! once did) heis a juſtified Perſon who 
breaks not the Letter of the Law, -or is not guilty of the groſs 
Aﬀts of Sin. | | 

Secondly ; Their Danger appears alſo from 4 proud Devil that 
mow is entred into them. Pride commonly accompanies Igno- 
rance, and this abounds in the Heart of Man by Nature, and 
there it will predominate, till the Soul paſſes throngh an ef- 
feAtual Change; but it appears in none fo fully, or to ſuch a 
Degree, as in a Phariſaical Perſon ; he cannot indure to think 
he is ſo poor as prophane and notorious Sinners arez what, go 
to his Neizhbour's Door for every Morſel of Bread he eats, 
and for eyery draught of Drink ! no, 'tisbelow- him to beg, 
he thinks *tis enough for Publicans and Sinners to do ſo. And 
indeed what need he go to be fed and clothed by another, -that 
Is full, and ſees his Goods increaſed, and hath necd of nothing ? 
Faith empties the Soul, makes it poor, beforeit fills and inriches 
it. But this Man knows not what Faith js, nor the Life of it. 
Pride ſpri1gs from 2n inordinate Self-loye : Self-love, and Self- 

flattery, 


} 


the Danger of Hypocriſy. 
fattery, are the Glaſſes in which a ſelf-deceived' Hypocrite 
looks daily in, in which he appears indeed that which he is nor. 
Self love is a*Multiplying, yea a Magnifying-GlaG. Theſe never 
had a true ſight of themſelves, never ſaw-their own Poverty, 
and horrid pollution of their.Nature ; *tis with them, as ic 
was with the Apoſtle, before the Commandment came, they 
are alive, and beautifol in their own Eyes. Behold, thou art 
called a Few, and reſteft in the Law, and makeſt thy boaſt of God, 
and knoweſt his will, and approveſt the things that are excellent. 
Thou arr, as if he ſhould ſay, called a Saint, looked upon by 
all robe a Holy Perſon, a Religious Man, one of great Parts, 
and -Knowledg, and Abilities, exceeding-many 3 makeſt thy 
boaſt of» God, as if none knew him ſo well as thou doſt : but 
this was their Pride, their Hearts were lifted up, by reaſon of 
that knowledg they had of the Letter of the Law; though 
neither their Hearts nor Lives were conformable to the Spiri- 
tualneſs of it, never ſaw that the leaſt Sin and Luſts lays them 
open to the dreadful Wrath of God, and to the Curſe of his 
holy Law. They boaſted in that they had eſcaped the Corrup- 


21 


19, 18, 


tion that 65 in the World, 3. e. all ſcandalous and groſs Sins, and Rom. 2.22. 


ſo were puffed up in Pride and Vain-Glory. - Theſe Self-righ- 
teous Perſons will not be made ſenſible that they are in a {in- 
ful State, becauſe of thoſe commendable Qualities poſleſſed 
within, as they ſeem in their own Eyes; and do not perceive 
how they are degenerated, and have loſt the Image of God 
which we had in Creation, and how now they bear the Image 
of the Devil by Corruption ; they underſtand not the Nature 
and Extent of Original Sin, the pravity of their natural 
Faculties, the: lameneſs and impotency of their own natural 
Powers, nor the ſinfulneſs of the firſt motions of their Hearts; 


boaſting (as one obſerves) of ſelf-Ability in the midſt of utter Chance, 


Weakneſs, and an affeftion to God ynder prevailing ,and hor- 
rid Enmity. Pride-commonly ariſes from a conceit of ſome 
excelling Quality, whether Beauty, Parts, or Knowledg, or 
afteted Piety 3 and theſe Men never being convinced of their 
own natural Deformity, Filthiveſs, ard Pollution of Sin, that 
contagion.of the Soul, tae univerſal ſtain of Nature, nothing 
but Pollution ſucceeding in the. place of original Purity, are 
ſwelled up in ſpiritual Pride and (elf-conceirednels, The Pha-- 


riſees © 
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The Counterfeit Chaſffiat! 3 02, - | | 
riſees were the proudelt of all People, and they were the moſt 
ignorant of Goſpel-Truths ; they would have their Opinion a- 
Rule to all the People, and that muſt be a Truth which they 
ſo eſteem to be, and that an Error, which they conceit io 
to be. Pride being the Devil's Sin, is hateful to God. He + 
that looks upon himſe]f too much, looks upon God too little. 
If God hides the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven from 
any, *ris fromthe Wiſe and Prudent. - The Defign of God in 
the glorious contrivance of the. way of Salvation by Chriſt, 
is to confound and deſtroy the Pride of Man ; and becauſe 
Man's corrupt Reaſon cannot comprehend the Sacred Myſteries 
of the Dottrine of Faith, they contemn and disbelieve the 
revelation of it. 

No Religion nor Ordinance of God ts valued by ſome Men 
but what ſuits with their own afe&ted Principles and Notions ; 
from hence the Greeks counted the Goſpel Fooliſhneſs: and the 
Tews were ſo wedded to their own legal Righteouſneſs, that 
unto them Jeſus Chriſt was a ſtumbling-block ; the pride of their 
Knowledg and Attainments was the Mother and Nurſe of their 
incredulity : Have any of the Phariſees believed on him? Theſe 
Men fin (as I have often told ſome of yon) againſt the Remedy, 
and fence againſt the Edge of that Sword by which their Souls 
ſhould be wounded, and they die, if ever they come to live in- 
deed; therefore what hopes is there of them ? Alas, Men 


. ſwelled up with an Opinion of their own good Eſtate and Con- 


dition without Chriſt, are unfit for Faith. This is one of 
the ſtrong Holds,exalting ir ſelf againſt the Knowledg of God: 
How loth 1s a proud Man to become a Fool, that he may be 
wiſe? or to captivate his Reaſon to the obedience -of Faith, 
to be juſtified by another's Righteouſneſs ? and that our own 
Righteouſneſs, which is ſo pleaſant and acceptable in our 
ſight, and in the ſight of Men, ſhould be as filchy Rags, or a 
loathſome thing in the ſight of God, is to theſe ſort of People 
a ſtrange Paradox. 


Lucifer, as ſome pretend, is one of the chief of Devils, who 


1s called alſo the! King of Pride : If ſo, certainly« he is one of 


thoſe wicked Spirits that entred into this Perſon. Now what 
but infinite Power can throw out this Devil, this Pride, and 
bring this Soul to the foot of the croſs, and make it ſtrike its 

ſwelling 
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” felling Sails to Jeſus Chriſt, and become nothing in it ſelf, 


and to hate and loth its own Righteouſneſs, by reaſon of that Y 
1 2 impurity and - pollution that cleayes to every beſt Duty they 
ey do or can perform ? Thus this unclean Spirit raifes up ſtrong - 
ſo Fortifications againſt the way of Salvation, the way of Faith, 
ne 1 or going to Jeſus Chrilt for. all as poor and undone Sinners. 
le. Lheſe Enemies, in Hypocrttical and Self-righteous Perſons, ſtand 
"IM armed in the Breaches of Nature (as one obſerves) to Charnoch. 
in beat off all Aſfaults of the Goſpel, and therefore the latter 
{t, State of theſe Perſons is worſe than the firſt. oe. 
iſe * Thirdly ;, Self-confidence may be another evil Spirit that" is en- 
ies tred into theſe Perſons, and which renders their State ſo bad. 
he 'Tis impoſſible to perſwade them that their Condition is nought 

and damnable : you may (as I hinted before) quickly bring a 
en vile and debauched Perſon to acknowledg his State is dange- 
IS 3 rous,tho there is no turnin =_ from his evil courſe; yet he ſtands. ' 
he not upon ſelf- juſtification,but rather readily yields to you: if you 
"at. deal with him at a ſeaſonable time with Wiſdom, and tell him 
eir he is a very wretched Creature 1 know : Iam fo, faith he, 
elr the Lord have Mercy upon me. But the Man out of whom 
eſe the debauched Devil is gone, is in his own Eyes become ano- 
ly, ther Perſon, a-ſeeming Saint,. one that hears Sermons, Prays, " 
uls and gives Alms, and yet not renewed. nor. his evil Habits & © 
N- changed. O ?cis no eaſy thing to bring him once to doubt or que- 
len ſtion the Goodneſs of his Condition, he bleſſes God for that help ox " 
N- he has had to change his former courſe of Life ; God, 1 thank. 
of thee, I am.not as other Men, nor as this Publican ; | was as bad as 
d.: others, but 1 am become religious z now I am no Swearer,. 


be Whoremonger, Drunkard, Extortioner, &c. To this purpoſe 
th, you have the Phariſee boaſting and praiſing of God : this ren- | 


Wn ders his ſtate lamentable with a witneſs. What made the fooliſh 
ur Virgins ſo bold as to go forth to meet the Bridegroom ? Was 
C2 it not that confidence they had that their condition was good ?. 


ple A wiſe Man, ſaith Solomen, feareth, and departeth from iniquity';. — M44. 


but a Fool rageth, and is confident. 


ho Confidence is oppoſed to Fearing ; fo that this ſort of -Men 
of are ſecure and unſenſible of their Danger till it.is too late. As 
1at in the Caſe of the Fooliſh Virgins, they ſaw not their fearful 
nd Sfate till the Mid-night Cry was heard. And hence our _—_ 
its | tOIC! 
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told the Scribes andFþariſees, that Publicans and Harlots Went into 
the Kingdom of Heaven before them : Which fully confirms what 
we ſay from this dark Scripture, viz. That openly. prophane 
Perſons, and notorious Sinners, are not in ſo:dangerous a cor- 
dicion, as a falſe Profeſſor or counterfeit Chriſtian, who having 
paſſed under a ſeeming change of Life, and left the groſs Acts 
of Sin, though never throughly wrought upon by regenerating 
Grace; and I conclude this of Self-confidence is one of thoſe 
more wicked Spirits that are nowentered into him. Behold, thou 
art caled a few, and reſts iv the Law, and makes thy boaſt of 
God, &c, And art confident that thou thy ſelf art a Guide of the 
Blind, a Light to-them that fit in Darkneſs, &c. Thus theſe 
Perſons proudly, with great Seli-confidence, arrogate all Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledg to themſelves ; and are like the Sluggard 
Solomon ſpeaks of, i.e. wiſer in their own conceit than ſeven Men that 
can render a Reaſon. Tremble ye who fear nothing, who con- 
dude all Wiſdom and Knowledg is with you, and that you need 
not be taught more than you already know. Some Men, tho 
openly prophane, glory and boaſt of their Church and Chriſtia- 
nity, and doubt not but in that Faith to be ſaved : But if thoſe 
who are of a good moral Life, and zealous for the external 
Parts of true Religion, for want of a ſaving Work of Grace 
on their Hearts, are in ſuch a deplorable State, what vain pride 
and folly poſſeſſeth that fooliſh and debauched Crew we have 
amongſt us ? 

Fourthly ;, V ain-Glory alſo certainly may be another Sin this 
Perſon is become guilty of. The Deſign of God in the Goſpel, 
is to diſcoyer how vile, helpleſs, and wretched all Men natu- 
rally. are in themſelves, and fo to ſhew us that we have- nothing 
to glory in, but that be that glorieth might glory in the Lord. But 


\ theſe Perſons glory in their ſeeming Gifts, Parts, Learning, 


Knowledg, and external Privileges : they are like thoſe of old 
who cried out, the Temple of the Lord, or the Church of God are 
we. Poor Sinners have nothing to glory in unleſs it be their 
Shame. The Publican cries out, Lord, be merciful to me a Sinner. 
But the falſe and ſelf-righteous Profeſſor, like as 2 rich» Man 
glories in his Riches, and a ſtrong Man glories in his Strength, 
fo he glories in his own Righteouſneſs, inchis ſpiritual Atrain- 
ments and feeming Sanfttty. And doubtleſs this is another 

- ſtrong 
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ftrong Chain with which the Devil binds theſe deluded Crea- 
tures. Self-confidence, Pride, and Vain-glory, are all of near 
Kin, and proceed from that horrid Ignorance l firſt mentioned 
they are all. the ſpurious Off-ſpring of that curſed Parent. 
But why ſhould we glory in the Lord, or rejoice only in Chriſt ? 


Why 'tis, becauſe ye are 5n Chriſt Feſws, who of God is made unto CO. t. 
us Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, Santtification and Redemption : Ye 3% 


are in him by Faith, by Regeneration, and his Spirit dwells in 
you. Our Righteouſneſs is ſo imperfect, and ſo filthy, that it 
is compared to a menſtruous Cloth ; inſtead of glorying in it,we 
have cauſe ts be aſhamed of it, and to loath our ſelves, and 


with Paw, to account i but Dung ;, our beſt Aftions, Works and Phil.3.8,p. 


Duties we perform, cannot commend us to God, nor in any 
reſpect procure the leaſt Good from his Hangs, foraſmuch as 
Sin cleayeth to them, and nothing but a perfeft and compleat 
- <om— cat render the Soul juſtified and accepted in his 
ight. 

This vain-glorious Perſon little conſidereth what horrid Pol- 
lution abides ſtill in his Heart, for which he is accurſed by the 
Law of God, and ſo remains till he hath real Union with Chriſt, 
and is brought under a Divine Change. What though he has 
eſcaped ſome abominable Evils and Corruptions of his Life, 
ſince his vicious Habits, and filthy Nature is not changed, nor 
he ſees not the Purity of the Law of God ? Alas, he beholds it, 
as only forbidding all outward Acts of Sin, but the Spirituality 
of -it was never opened to him, for if it had, he would ſee no 
cauſe of glorying in himſelf, but contrariwiſe would ſoon be 
convince of his Error and ſad Miſtake, and behold himſelf 
an undone Man, and cry out of the deceitful Nature, turnings 
and windings of his own baſe Heart, Thoughts and Afﬀections, 
and what a pay or diſagreement to the perfect Rule ; 
or how far he is from that Holineſs, and Purity, and ReCtitude 
deſcribed in the Book of God. It amazed Paul, when he once 
came fully to underſtand the Law, when he looked on all the 


-parts of it, not only on the grofſer Sins forbidden by it, but 


on the ReCtitude, the Holineſs which is required therein : When 
he ſaw the Law diſcover'd Luſt to be Sin, and that the leaſt Luſt 
of the Heart is as palpable a breach of it, as Murder, Theft, 
or the outward Act of —_ and expoled equally j = 
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Rom. 3. 10» 


Mat. 9. 20. 
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Curſe of it, 2nd fo to the Wrath of God : Then ( faith he ) 
Sin revived, and I died ;, that is, as to any hopes. of Life and 
Salvation by that Righteouſneſs which before he gloricd in, and 
made his boaſt of The ſame Apoſtle afterwards came to ſee 
that in him, that is to ſay, i bus Fleſh dwelt no good thing ; nay, 
and the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, Al are gone out f the way, all are 
become filthy, and there 1u none that doth good, no nit one. What 
cauſe is there then for this Man to glory in his Parts, Know- 
ledg, and ſeeming Righteouſneſs, ſince theſe things for which 
Men value and eſteem themſelves above others, God faith there 
is no good in, nothing excellent, but 'tis contrariWiſe abhorred 
and hateful to him ? But O how hard a thing is it to bring this 
and that ſelf-righteous Perſon to believe this, or receive it as a 
Truth ? What, ſays he, can ye make me think | am ſtill a vile- 
Sinner, and God doth not accept me, who do fo much good, 
that pray as I do, and hear Sermons, and am thus much re- 
formed? O this is a worſe Devil than the former, and he 
hereby is in a worſe ſtate than at firſt. Before he was eaſily 
brought to confeſs his State bad : when openly prophane, his 
groſs and ſcandalous Sins appeared odious to him, being ſo 
mdeed in the Eyes of all ſober and«ivilized People; groſs 


' Wickednefs ſeemed to him as filthy Rags, or'as a menſtruous 


Cloth : But to tell'/him his Righteouſneſs is alike abominable, 
filthy, and hateful to God ; this he- cannot believe, but con- 
cludes.'tis a glorious Cover,a rich Garment.a precious Ornament, 
and ſo prides himfelf in it, and makes his boaſbof it,pretending 
now to ſo much Sanity, that like thoſe of old he is ready in 
his Heart to ſay ro others, Stand by your felves, come not near 
me, for I am belier than you. Thus the Phariſees of old ſeque- 
ſtred themſelves from all ſorts of Men, muſt not be ſo much as 
tonched by any ; for ſo it ſeems by that paſſage, when the poor 
Woman came to Chriſt, and towched the Hem of bis Garment, 
they wondered that onr Saviour would fuffer himſelf to be 
touched by her, ſhe being a Sinner ; they could not endure to 
have any legal pollution upon them, would not eat a bit of 
Meat until they had waſhed their Hands,- and oft waſhed their 
whole Bodies, efpecially after they had been at a Feaſt, for fear 
any pollation had fallen upon them : and ſo alſo when they 
came from the Market, leſt peradventure they ſhould have 
touched 


touched ſome Heathen, or ſome Perſon who wasdegally unclean. 
And now in this Righteouſneſs they gloried, truſted to it, and 
ſought hereby for Juſtification and Acceptance in the Sight.of 
God, which rendered their State worſe than before. And 
that which ſeems to feed and heighten this Pride, Self-confi- 
dence, and Vain-glory, in ſome of theſe blind and ſelf-de- 
ceived People, is that ſtrange*Conceit and Apprehenſion they 
have of their own Power and Abilities to do and perform 
thoſe things God requireth, in order to their Acceptance with 
him, copier with their falſe Notions of God's Mercy in par- 
doning them wherein they come ſhort. In this very reſpe& the 
Jews erred to their eternal Overthrow ; they thought they had 
Power, and were able to keep the Law to ſuch a Degree, that 
they were accepted as righteous Perſons in God*s Sight by it; 
and though they might not be putfed up with Pride (as ſome of 
late amongſt us are and have been) as to think they were without 
Sin, yet did not doubt but wherein they came ſhort or were 
guilty, God, as a pure Act of his Mercy, would forgive them, 
not ſeeing a Neceſlity of Chriſt and of his Righteouſneſs. 
Which Notion tends at once utterly to make void the Doctrine 
of Faith, and Covenant of Grace, and ſo conſequently the 
whole Deſign of God in ſending Jeſus Chrilt into the World: 
for if Salvation may be obtained 'this way, Chriſt is dead in 
vain, AM whilſt 1 am hinting theſe things to you, I can- 
not but bewail another ſoft of Men, who thongh not fo 
groſsly blind affd miſtaken as ſome others are, yet doubt- 
leſs Preatly miſs it, and run upon almoſt as bad a Rock, 
whilſt they apprehend and think all Men are put into ſuchta 
Capacity that hey may be ſaved if they will, s. e. by improv- 
inthe means of. Light and Knowledg, they have by their own 
inherent Power and Abilities, without the ſpecial Operation of 
the Spirit, not conſidering the woful pravity of Man's Na- 
ture, by original and actual Tranſgreſlion, they being dead in 


Sin, and ſtand in as much need to be quickned by Jeſus Chriſt, pc. 
or to haye a Principle of Divine Life infuſed into them, if ever , 2, 


they ſiMritrally live, as Lazarm had to be quickned and raiſed 
again, after he had lain four days in the Grave. Nay and tis 
evident, God doth work in us, who are ſpiritually quickned 
and brought to believe, after the _ manner which he wrought 
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Ephef. z, in Chriſt whemhe raiſed him from- the dead. One ground oy 
18, 19,20. cauſe of theſe Mens Miſtake may ariſe from the Conſideration 


of. that Power Men in general have by the helpof natural Cone 
fcience, and- the external means of Grace, to leave the groſs 
Acts of Sin, and ſo reform their Lives, and cleave to God in all 
Acts of Obedience, in the external Ordinances of the Goſpel, 
which is I fear all the Converſion ſome Profeſſors ever attained 
unto, and is alſo indeed the Subſtance of that which Man by 
the Power of his own Will, is able to arrive unto, to affirm that 
Man by his own natural and internal Abilities (as influenced by 
common Grace) hath Power to renew himfelf, change his own 
Heart, or form Jeſus Chriſt in his Soul, is in effect to attribute 
to him Omnipotency, and make a God of him, evenno leſs 
than a creating Power : For the Image of God, which is wrought 
in all true regenerated Perſons, is called the new Creature ;, and 
aglorious Creature it 1s as ever the Almighty formed, being the 
top-Glory of all his creating Power. And beſides, this neceſſarily 
makes way for Men to boaſt and glory in themfelves, for i 
makes Man a Competitor, a Co-partner, and a Co-worker 
with God in Redemption ; for the Work of Redemption doth 
not only conſiſt ina price paid, or an Atonement made by Jeſus 
Chriſt, (whereby he appeaſed Divine Wrath, and ſatisfied God's 
offended Juſtice) but alſo by Power and blefled Conqueſt the 
one was done without us in the -Perſon of Chriſt, he other is 
done in us by the Spirit of Chriſt, "whereby thoſe evil and vici- 
ous Habits that are in us, naturally are removed, and the Power 
of Satan broke into Pieces, or: that. ſfrong Man armedovers + 
come, and the Soul ſet at Liberty. Ts this purpoſe was the Son of 
God manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the Works of the Devil. No 
Man can be ſaid to be redeemed by Chriſt, until he is redeemed 


© from his Sins, or delivered from thag Enmity that naturally is 


in his Heart againſt God, or-that ſacred Image of God be again 
reſtored in him, not until he is quickned or raiſed from the 
dead. Hence St. Peter, ſpeaking-of Redemption, ſaith, We were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as Silver and Gold, from a vain 
Converſation, &c. but with the precious Blood of Jeſus, @briſt, as 
of a Lamb without Blemiſh and without Sport. The Redemption is 
from avain Converſation, "tis not from Wrath only, but/from 
Sin. the.cauſe of that Wrath alſo. And all Men know this is nat 
univerſal, 


the Danger of Hypocriſy. © 
univerſal, ſeeing but.a very few are indeed. thns redeemed; and 
they may as well perceive that this is as abſolutely the Work of 
Chriſt, as he is our Redeemer, viz. thus to work in us, to re-: 
deem us as it was his Work to die for us. How good 1s it there- 
fore for us to conſider the Danger that ariſes from miſtaken and 
unſound Principles, if we would not be found guilty of -this 
Sin of Vain-Glory ? The truth is, ſome good Men arg 1{o miſled, 
that they make the new Covenant a mere cpnditional Covenant, 
and if after all Chriſt hath done, their Intereſt in it and eternal 
Life wholly depends upon the weak and wavering Principles of. - 
the depraved Creature, and his ſtubborn and rebellious Will _ 
has its negative Voice : and if the Creature works not, complies 
not to thoſe Conditions required, the whole of Redemption- 
Work may be loſt, and not-one Soul redeemed. And were it 
thus, there is more reaſon to believe Chriſt would have loſt all 
his Labour and infinite Kindneſs, than otherwiſe. Since Man 
is naturally ſo depraved and averſe to that which is truly good, 
having {pch Enmirty in his Heart againſt God, and is wholly un- 
der the Power and Government of the Devil, and this alſo 
would render the new Covenant not better, nay, not ſo good 
as the firſt ; for then Man was a perfeCt Creature, having not 
then ſuch a captivating Power of Sin nor Satan in him, but had 
a Power of W1ll to ſtand, ifyhe had exerciſed it, and reſiſted the 
Tempter from without. Fhere is one thing more I ſhall note, 
before I leave this Point : *Tis eaſy to perceive from hence, 
what Grace it is that Man thay fall from, 1 mean finally and to-- 
*tally fall, ;-e. whatſoever Men may act or do from thoſe common - 
Operations of the.Spirit, or by the Power of natural Conſci- 
ence, under the external Preaching of the Word, or means of 
the Rod or AfMiCtions, by the Aſſiſtance or Helpof which 1 doubt 
not he may become another Man, a great Profeſſor, . pray, 
hear the Word, have a ſort of Faith, viz. that of  Credence, 
be baptized, and ſo become a Church-Member, yea, a Preacher, 
and may be in the Sight of Men of a blameleſs Life and Con- 
verſation, and yet never changed in Heart, or regenerated by 
the effeCtual and ſpecial Operations of Chriſt's Spirit, nor have : 
Union with Chriſt : From this Grace, or ſuch -a reformed Life 
and Profeſſion of Religion, a Perſon may fall away, and indeed: 
riſe no more. And ſuch 1 conclude the ſtony and thorny-groune- 
Protellors + 
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"Mar. 13: Profeſſors 'were- Moreover, 'tis as evident that the good-' 
. 


Quelt. 
Anſw. 


gronnd, viz. the honeſt-hearted Perſon, brought forth Fruit to 


Life eternal, and fell not finally and totally away from the 
Grace of God. [i 44-u pb 
If any ak, bow it came to paſs any of the ground is ſaid tobe 


good? 


I anſwers Naturally all the Hearts of Men and Women are 
evil, the Defeftion was univerſal. But theſe Hearts of Men 
who are ſaid to be good ground, were prepared for the Word ; 
by which means, through the Spirit, they cameto be regene- 


. rated, their Hearts were plowed up or broken in pieces by the 


Word and Spirit in effectual Convictions. Plow wp the fallow 
Ground, (ſaith the Lord by the Prophet) and ſow not amongſt 
Thorns, Not that Man is able to do this, any more than he is to 
make himſelf a new Heart, which he is likewiſe required to do, 
Ezek. 18, 11. but the former is the Work of the Spirit by Con- 
victions; the latter the Work of the Spirit in Regeneration. 
Till the Heart ts pierced by the Holy Ghoſt, and bygoken to 
teces'and made ſoft, which naturally is hard, the Word can 
nd no ſaving or effeQual rooting there,- but *tis like a Rock, or 
ſo ſtony or thorny, that no Fruit of the Word will abideto ever- 
taſting Life. Therefore I conclude,effeval Convictions are a Pre- 
paratiye, or a Preparation to Regengration ; the Spirit is a Sps- 
fIr of Burning before *tis a Spirit of Conſolation * "it firſt plows up 
the Falfow-ground, and then when the Seed is ſown, it will take 
Root, and bring forth Fruit to Salvation. | 
Pifny Moreover, Formality, it may appear to all, from hence # 
another Evil that does attend this ſort of Men, or ts another wicked 
Spirit that hath peſſeſſion of their Souls, What a ſtir did the Pha- 
Tifees make abour Ceremonies ? how zealous were they, like 
ſome now adays for outward Ritnals and Traditions of their 
own deviſing, or which are mere humane ; as if the chief part 
of Religion, and the ſacred Worſhip of God, conſiſted in ex- 
ternal Forms, Rites, and Ceremonies ; . And art confident (faith 
the Apoſtle) that thou thy ſelf art a Guide of the Blind, a Light 
to them wha are in Darkneſs, an Inſtruiter of the fooliſh, a Teavher 
of” Babes, which haſt a form of Knowledy, and of the Truth in the 
Law. A Scheme or Syſtem of Notions, a compendious Model 
or Method which 1s artificially compoſed, ſuch as Tutors and 
| Pro- 
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Profeffors of Arts and Sciences do read-over again and; again-to Annora> 
their Pupils and Auditors : - theſe 'Men are commonly the chigf *9r5- 

" Enemies-to the Power. of Religion and Godlineſs, and like their 

; | Brethrenof old, great Perſecutors of God's faithfuland fincere 

obe Children,” whillt they cry, up their external Forms, conſidering 

not whatotr Saviour ſaith, that Ged « 4 Spivit, and ſecks ſpiri> jotn Fa 

tual Worſhippers of him, - not formal, not external, -or carnal 

Modes, bodily Geſtores, conſecrated Places, - atcended with glo- 

d : rious Ceremonies, ſaying over a few Prayers, in which are ma- 

; ny vain Repetitions, not minding whether their- matter of 

Worſhip be. of Divine Inſtitution .or not, nor whether they 

low perform their: Devotion! in the Spirit of: Jeſus Chriſt, flowing 

ft from 2 reCtified Nature, and from/facred: Principles in the Life 
and Power \that-attends all fancified Chriſtian Worſhippers, 

Others of the ſame ſort may be right inthe matter -of Worſhip, 

on- ſceming to hate ldolatry and all Superſtition, yet wholly reſting 

on the-externai part of Religion;and Godlinefs, whoſe ſtate 


to may be as dangerous as thoſe before named ; though in this they 
-AN ſcem-to-excel-them,, 5. .e. they. firſt mifs-it bothy-in-the matter of 
or Divine Worſhip, as well as in the: manher. of it, ;;they' are Za» 
er- lous for the Traditions and Commandments of Men :: as they 
wY tre formal in their Worſhip ;. ſo'their Form is not. that form of 
*_ Doftrine once dehvered to the Saints; .'tis not the true form of Q 


D$3- 

7 Godlineſs, having [4 formJof Goalineſs, not | the forms} "tis like , Tim, 5 BK 
ke BN a Mask, orVizard, or Appearance, an accidental form, -(as.ene 5. ————_— 
obſerves on that place,) ?tis a devxed, or an/humane, nay may be 
-£ BE an Antichriſtian Form, thinking themſelves to be Chriſtians; 
bed and the only Worfhippers of Chriſt, and ery-up themſelves 
Wa. to be the Church, .the Church, and yet-under this Vizardand 
ike pretended Piety are very vitious, empty and: vain 3::and: thought 
they deny not the Power of Godlineſsin:Wardss::ystotlgi deny 


4 it in their Practice, making a Profeſſion, . but Strangery$0 that 
—- Life, Peace, Love, Faith, atid Self-denial,” whidk.attedds and; 


-h | doth accompany all true Chriſtians. But the other' ſort, though 
they are formal, yet *tis a better Form, hence may:be called 


ht | 
boy Virgins, that is, ſuch who have nat: will not, /dlefile themſelyes . 
be with Women ; that is; withfalfe Churches, }wathrIdolatry;; ap 

Jel the Superſtitions'of Men,theſe are for the Goſpel\Form, the Go 

nd | ſpel-Dodtrine, Goſpel-Precepts'and Ordinances; theſe are.not 


for 
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for a Form of Prayit, nor for any other Form of Worſhip, but 
what Chriſt himſelf ordained, as it is contained in the New 
Teſtament: Theſe may be Members of a True Church,and wor- 
ſhip with that Church, and be as zealous for the outward and 
external" Parts and Ordinances as any ; like thoſe we read. of, 
Iſa. 1. 11, 12,13. Sacrifices and Burnt-Offerings, Prayer, In- 
cenſe, New-Moons, Sabbaths, and calling of Aſſemblies, with 
appointed Feaſts, which were Inſtitutions of God. But theſe 
Men teſting on them, and having unſanCtiftied Hearts and Lives, 
God hated them, and loathed their Services, being not perfor- 
med in'Faith, and hearty Love, and ſincere Reſolutions : that 
which-they did, was but as'if they had offered up a dead Car- 
caſe inſtead of a living Sacrifice ;, He that tilleth an Ox, « as if 
he flew a Man; and he that ſacrifices a Lamb, as if be cut off a 
Dog*s Neck; and he that offereth an Oblation, as if he offered 
Swines Blood ;, he that burneth Incenſe, as if he bleſſed an Idol. 

Such who ſhew never ſo much Zeal for the viſible Worſhip 
of 'God, and for all his Ordinances, if only formal in their 
performances, are abominated'by the Lord : ?is not a Lamp 
without Oil, a Name without the Nature, a Form of Godli- 
neſs without the Power, will avail any Perſon. © how do 
many Profeſſors deceive themſelves ? Sirs, all is and will be in 
vain, if the Root of the Matter be not in you, if not ſincere, 
truly gracious, the garniſh of outward Worfhip, or formal 
Services, -or the Cloak of a viſible Profeſſion will not cover you 
from God's all-ſearching Eye; he ſees through all this Deceir, 
and beholds your inward Pride, Vain-glory, and horrid polluti- 
on of your Hearts and Lives: cis all one to be of a falſe Re- 
ligion as to own the true, if not ſincere Chriſtians; theſe 
have ſuch unclean Spirits in them, that their State is worſe 
than before they made. no profeſlion at all ; theſe Devils are 
ſtronger than the firſt, have more cunning, craft, and ſubtilty 
to deceive and blind the Eyes, and ſo deſtroy the Soul, than 
thoſe who rule in open prophane People ; for theſe are com- 
monly Men of great Light and Underſtanding, can diſcourſe 
well concerning Religion, and ſome of the deep thmgs of God, 
or the Myſteries of the Goſpel ; they can tell you the inſiffici- 
ency or diſability of 'Man to keep the Law, and how impoſ- 
ſible "tis to be juſtified in the fight of God by it ; as _ the 

abſolute 
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abſolute neceſſity of Faith and Regeneration. Theſe are not 
only averſe to all humane Innovations and Traditions of Men, 
and ſo contend for God's Holy Inſtitutions in reſpect of his 
viſible Worſhip, (as 1 told you before) but ſeem to be in- 
lightned very much into that internal Work of God's Grace 
upon - the Soul, &c. but never come themſelves under thoſe 
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ſaving Operations of the Spirit, but reſt in the Specola- . 


tive Knowledg of thoſe Mylteries, and are meer empty and 
formal Perſons, and Strangers to that Divine Life, and ſa- 
cred Change of which they ſpeak, and yet poſlibly may 
not be throughly convinced of that deceit and deluſion they 
are under, but may hope all is well with them ; but ſince they 
are not ſayingly renewed, but only reformed, having not Je- 
ſus Chriſt dwelling in their Hearts, nor the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt to enable and intluence their Souls in the performance of 
their Duties, and in mortification of their Sins and Corrupti- 
Ons, they are frequently oyercome by Satan, and horrid Evils 
prevail and predominate in them, by which means they bring 

reat reproach upon Religion, and all thoſe who do profeſs 
It : hence the Apoſtle calls this ſort, the Enemies of the Crofs 
of Chriſt, Phil. 3. 18. and this further aggravates their Sin and 
Miſery, for whilſt openly prophane, and not pretending to Re- 
ligion and Godlineſs, they could not injure the Name of God, 
nor expoſe the Goſpel and Profeſſors thereof to that ſcorn 
and reproach as now they do. 

Sinners openly wicked, though notorious and vile Enemies 
to God, yet the hurt and wrong they do is eſpecially to their 
own Souls ; but theſe by their carnal earthly P looſe and 
formal walking, hinder the promulgation of the Goſpel, and 
Converſion of the Souls of Men, beſides their weakning the 
Hands, and grieving the Hearts of the truly Godly. , Moreover, 
they alſo pollute and defile (too often) the Churtff of Jeſus 
Chriſt, al bing great trouble upon the ſame. * Hence there is 


in molt Congregations who keep up a ſtrict and Fegulate Di- - 


ſcipline@p ſo much Church-work, which makes the Communi- 
on of the Saints the more uncomfortable to them : for though 
it cannot be denied but fincere Perſons may fall under Sin and 
Temptation, and ſo all the trouble of Churches, and Re- 


proach that falls upon Religion, doth not ariſe from thele 
F COunter- 
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counterfeit Chriſtians, or formal Profeſſors; yet doubtleſs the 
chiefeſt part of them do. It 4s ſaid, Offences will come, but wo 
to them by- whom the Offence comes. From all which conſiderations 
their ſtate ſeems worſe in many degrees than before. 


Sixtbly ; The wicked Spirst, or abominable Sin that ſome of theſe 


Mens Souls are. alſo poſſeſſed with, uu Legality. And though this 


clearly appears by what [ have already ſaid, yet I ſhall ſpeak a 
little morefully and diſtintly unto it. All that theſe Perſons 
do and perform, isin a legal Spirit ; and that | may ſhew you 
what I mean by Legality, in ſhort it Is this, 5. e. They aft and 
do for Life, look upon themſelves to be under a conditional Co- 
venant ; and whilſt they live up to that Law or Rule which 
they judg they are bound to obſerve and keep, in order to Juſti- 
fication, they have Peace, readring the Goſpel and Covenant 
of Grace (by their falſe Apprehenſions of it) no better than 
2a-legal Miniſtration or conditional Covenant, as was hinted be- 
fore in reſpect of another ſort of Men : For like as the Jews of 
old acted in a legal Spirit, and ſought to be juſtified by the 
Works of the Law, fo theſe perform all their Services and Du- 
ties in the ſame Spirit, viz. not from Life, or a Divine Prin- 
ciple of Saving-Faith,but for Life. To keep the Commandments 
of God, and lve religiouſly, is abſolutely neceſſary. Bur then 
this muſt be done from a renewed Nature, and flows from 
Faith, it being the proper Effect or Fruit thereof ; but to ſtrive 
to live a ſober and holy Life, and obey God's Precepts, and reſt 
upon their ſo doing, and look to be accepted with God, and ju- 
ſtified thereby, is that which: too many of this ſort of People 
do, and this is to att in a legal Spirit. Poſlibly a Man may ſay, 
Eknow I cannot perfe&tly keep the Law, but I will do (by the 
help of God ) what I can; and wherein Ithrough weakneſs do 
tranſgreſs, the Lord is merciful, and I truſt will forgive me. 
But let me, remember what God faith, viz. That he will in no 
w/e clear the Guilty. Moreover, what the Law ſauh, it ſaith 
i them that are under the Law, that all Mouths may be ftopped, and 
the whole World become guilty. before God, *Tis evident, as God 
will not forgive an impenitent Perſon, fo he will not forgive the 
Penitents. except they. believe in Jeſus Chriſt; *Tis not for the 
fake or, worth of \Repentance that God forgives any Man, the 

Penitent: 
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Penitent as well as the Impenitent are guilty, all have broke the 


Law, all are under Sin and Wrath, Repenrance will not do, a 


holy Life will not do, Prayer and hearing Sermons will not do 
By the Deeds of the Law ( and by any thing we can do) no Fleſh 
ſhall be juſtified. 1f Men believe not on Chriſt, let them be whar 
they will, Profeſſors or Prophane, they ſhall die in their Sins : 


God pardons no Sinner as a ſimple Act of his Mercy, without Joh.8.24. 


a reſpect had to the Satisfaftion Chriſt hath made to his offended 
Juſtice by his Death : And hence it is that the Apoſtle ſaith, 
All have ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glory of God, being juſtified 
freely by his Grace, through the Redemption that u in Feſms Chriſt ;, 
whom God hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation, through Faith in his 
Blood, to declare his Righteonſneſs for the remsſſion of Sins that are 
paſt, through the forbearance of God, Therefore God doth not 
accept of our Obedience in keeping the Precepts, either of the 
Old or New Teſtament, and forgive all our Deviations as a 
meer Act of his Mercy ; for if this way Righteouſneſs and 
Juſtification were attainable, ?cis evident Chriſt died in vain, as 
I ſaid before ; for could not God have done this, if Chriſt had 
never come to ſhed his precious Blood ? 

| remember ſome Years ago, I heard of a Man who lying on 
his Death-bed, when a Godly Perſon deſired him to look out 
for a Chriſt ; anſwered, He had lived a godly Life all along, 
and why (faid he) do you tell me of a Chriſt ? or to that et- 
feft. He thought, ('tis evident,) none needed a Chriſt but pro» 
phane Perſons ; and I fear many are of his Mind, tho they ex- 
preſs it not as he did, with their Tongues. 


Rom. 3. 
24, 25. 


But poſlibly ſome may ſay, We do not think that our Righteonſ- ObjeFt. 


neſs juſtifies us any otherwiſe than through Chriſs Merits, 

To which I anſwer : ?Tis not through our perſonal Righte- 
ouſneſs, though joined or coupled with Chriſt's Merits, that we 
are juſtified, but through the perſonal Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
alone, and the Merits of his Blood received by Faith ; *tis in 
this way, and only by this way we muſt be ſaved if ever we 


come to Heaven, "Another Foundation can no Man lay, He that 1 Cor. 3. 


believeth not, ſhall be danmed. Let him be what he will, Righte- 
ous or Wicked, 'tis a great. Error to think that Chriſt's Me- 
rits make our Services or Performances meritorious : though 
thy are accepted thereby when they flow from Faith, yet not 
$4 2 as 
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as the Spring, or procuring Cauſe of our Juſtification. 

To cloſe with this, let me add one thing further, which 
\ ſhews the Danger theſe Perſons are in. This Errovr is a capi- 
tal One, ?tis to err ina main Fundamental of Religion, and 
therefore Hereſy, a damnable Principle. And hence the Apoſtle 
AR. 15.24 Calls it, a ſubverting the Souls of ſuch who receive it, And it 
was alſo from hence God gave the Fews up to Judicial Blind- 
neſs, 5. e. becauſe they went about to eſtabliſh their own Righ- 
Rom. 10.3. teouſneſs, and did not ſubmit to the Righteonſneſs of God." Accord- 
Rom. 11.8, ing 4s it 55 written, God hath given them the Spirit of Slumber, 
Eyes that they ſhould not ſee, and Ears that they ſhould not hear. 
That muſt needs be a dangerous Evil, that provokes the Holy 
God thus to leave and give up a Perſon to blindneſs of Mind, 

and final Impenitency 3. for ſuch muſt needs periſh of neceſſity. 
Therefore in the laſt place it follows, that the ſtate of 
theſe People is worſe than it was when they were no Profeſſors 
of Religion at all, but were openly wicked and prophane Sin- 
ners : theſe unclean Spirits are worſe than the firſt. And from 
hence lt all take heed how they mix Law and Goſpel together 
Rom.1 1.6, in the caſe of Juſtification. Jf by Grace, then 4s it no more of 
Works, otherwiſe Grace is no Grace, But if it be of Works, then it 
is no more Grace, otherwiſe Work is no more Work, There is no 
mixing of the Merits of good Works and the free Grace of 
God together, but one of theſe doth exclude and deſtroy the 
Nature of the other : for if Election and Juſtification were part- 
ly of Grace, and partly of (or from foreſeen) Works, then 
Grace is no Grace, and Works no Works. For whatſoever 
Amotat, Pproceedeth of Grace, (as one obſerves) that cometh freely, and 
not of Debt 3 but whatſoever cometh by Merits or Works, 
that cometh by Debt. But now Debt, and free Grace, or that 
which is free and abſolutely by Grace, and that by deſert, are 
quite contrary things : therefore to fay Men are Called and 
Juſtified, partly by Grace, and partly by Works, (or by 
whatſoever is done by the Creature) this were to put ſuch 
things together that cannot agree, for 'tis to make Merit no 
Merit, Debt no Dcbt, Works no Works, Grace no Grace, 
and fo affirm and deny one and the ſame thing. Therefore 
how abſurd a thing is it for Men to mix the Law 'and Goſpel 
together in this ſenſe, or make that which is-the Creature's 
| Act 
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A@&or Work, a procuring Cauſe of acceptance and Juſtifica- 
tion in God's ſight ? ſeeing it utterly deſtroys the nature of 
Grace, and ſo conſequently the glorious Deſign, of God's eter- 
nal Purpoſe in Jeſus Chrilt, and that bleſſed Covenant of his 
confirmed by the Mediator thereof. Where the" Creature is 
wholly abaſed, and the free Grace of God alone exalted, Man 
is not a co-worker or co-partner with God : therefore thoſe 
Principles that have a natural. tendency ſo to do, ought to 
be abominated by all good Chriſtians. 


But it is objeCted, That we are ſaid to be juſtified by Faith, and Obje. 


alſo that Repentance is required as a Condition of Salvation, &Cc- 


1. I anſwer ; Some put Faith in the room and place of perfeft Avſw. 


Obedience to the Law; and that Faith which they ſpeak of 
they affirm is the ſole ACt of the Creature : But this certainly 
is a grand Errour, for it would-make our Juſtification to be 
ſtill by Works, and ſo deſtroy the Nature of God's free Grace : 
for that which is the Creature's A&, is all one with the Crea- 
ture's Work; *tis but to change one Work. of the Creature to 
another ; from an external Work of the Life, to an internal 
Work of the Heart. For, as Mr. Cary well obſerves, ©* ?Tis 
& Chriſt's perfect Righteouſneſs and Obedience only which is 
5 put into the room and place of ours, to juſtify and fave us, 
& and his Sufferings take away the Curſe which our Diſobe- 
& dience brought upon us. Faith therefore is only the inſtru- 
mental Cauſe of our Juſtification, 'tis only as an Inſtrument 
or Way of our receiving and applying the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, if it juſtifies, as a Condition of the New Covenant, (as 
Works were required under the Old); and as that a& or work 
injoined on our part to be done by us as Antecedent to the 
benefit of the Promiſe, that would make our A&@ or Work 
the formal Cauſe of our Juſtification, and ſo render the Terms 
of the New-Covenant much of the ſame Nature with 'the O1d. 
Faith is not our Righteouſneſs in ir ſelf, as a Work, but in 
relation to Chriſt the Object of it, or as an Act of receiving 
and applying his Righteouſneſs and Merits ; as Eating nouriſh- 


«th, though it be the Meat that doth it in this ſenſe. Aim that ,,.. 
worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifies the ungodly, bus Faith rom, 48. 


w counted for Righteonſneſs. And now whereas the Apoſtle 
Fames ſpeaks of Works juſtifying, and not Faith only, Jam. 3. 24. 
iT 


3L 
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'Phil. 1.29. 


Joh.6. 44+ 


:P.110. $+ 
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it is eaſy to be comprehended, and the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles and he reconciled. Paul ſpeaks of the Cauſe of our 
Juſtification before God, and Fames of the Signs of our Jaſti- 
fication before Men; or ſhews how our good Works juſtify 
our Faith : * The one ſpeaks of the Imputation of Righteoul- 
& neſs, the other of the Declaration of our Righteouſneſs; 
*-- or one ſpeaks of the Office of Faith, the other of the Qua- 
&« lity of Faith; the one ſpeaks of the Juſtification of the 
& Perſon, the other of the Faith of that Perfon; the one 
«* ſpeaks of Abraham to be juſtified, the other of Abraham 
« already juſtified. Moreover, 

2. Thiat Faith by which we are ſaid to be juſtified, is as much 
the Free-Gift of God's Grace to us, as Chriſt is the Free-Gift 
of his Grace for us : and hence Faith is called the Gsft of God 
Eph. 2.8, 9. and alſo a Fruis of the Spirit, Gal. 8.22. And as it 
is a Grace wrought in us, ſo alſo ſuch a Grace that was pro- 
miſed to us as part of Chriſt*'s Purchaſe; To you it 35 given 
(faith the Apoſtle) in the behalf of Chrift, not only to believe, but 
alſo to ſuffer for his ſake ;, that 1s, it is given freely of God's 
meer Grace, yet upon the account of Chriſt's Merits and Me- 
diation. Their believing in Chriſt was not in their own Power ; 


Joh.6. 65. No Man can come to me, that is, believe in me, except it were 


given unto him of my Father : And all that the Father bath given to 
me, ſhall come unto me, that is, believe on me. And again, No 
Man can come unto me, except the Father which ſent me draw bim. 
That by the drawing here,is not'meant of any coaction or force 
upon the Will, is out of Queſtion ; the Will afts freely ac- 
cording to the Nature of that Faculty, but as it isacted and 
influenced by the Spirit ; according to that Texr in the Pſalms, 
My People ſhall be willing in the Day of my Power : But that it is 
to be underſtood only of a rational drawing, by Arguments 
uſed in the Miniſtry of the Word, we do deny ; though in this 
ſenſe ſome do take it, and conclude, it is of the ſame import 
with that compelling mentioned, Zzk. 14. 23. for the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel (as one obſerves) have no other Power to com- 
pel. But the At of drawing here is not aſcribed to the Ser- 
vants, but to the Malter, not the Preacher, but the Father ; 
therefore doubtleſs it ſignifies a Divine Power put forth upon 
the Soul of Man, by which the Lord opens the Heart, as = 
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did the Heart of Lydia, ſb that he is made obedient to the call 
of God, and willing to cloſe with the Offer of Chriſt. And 
that this maſt be the meaning of the Text, it is rational to 
conclude, confidering the. nature of the motion in "coming une» 
to Chriſt, which is the motion of the Soul to a ſublime ſpiri- 
tual Object to do ; which as no Soul hath any powetr of it ſelf, 
fuch is the darkneſs of the Mind, the obſtinacy of the Will, 
and pravity of the AﬀeRions, unleſs influenced and wronghr 
upon by the Spirit. So in like manner nothing is proud Man 
naturally more averſe to, cannot indure to think he is ſuch a 
poor Miſcreant, a mere beggarly Wretch, that he has not ſo 
much as a bit of Bread to eat,nor a Garment,in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
to cover him, bot muft be beholden to his Neighbour for all : 
For as 10 Sol is able, without ſupernarural Grace, to ap- 
prehend ſpiritual Things [comer] diſcern them ;, fo there is in 


his mind enmity againſt God, for it is not ſubje& to the Law Rom.8.7. 


of God, neither indeed [can] be. 

From all which I have ſaid, it appears Faith (as before hin- 
ted) is not the Condition of Juſtification, tho the Way of 
Means appointed:to receive that Righteouſnefs that doth juſtify 
the Sianer ; ſo likewiſe Faith is God's Gifr. Yer *tis fooliſh to 
ſay, Man doth not believe, but rather the Spirit for him, be- 
cauſe he cannot believe by any natural Power inherent in him, 
till he is divinely influenced by the Holy Ghoſt : For ſuch may as 
well ſay, L«zarws did not live, or it was not his Life which he 
had after quickned, becauſe it was infuſed into him by the 
Power and Spirit of Chriſt. Therefore this and the former Ob- 
jection are both gone, and the ſuppoſed Condition of the New. 
Covenant vanquiſhed, ſince Faith it- ſelf being the Fruit of it, 
cannot be the Condition theredf. 


ut ſaith the Objector, 1f Faith and Repentante be not Condi. Objett; 


tions of the Covenant of Grace, then thoſe whom God bath appointed 
to Salvation, (ball be ſaved-whether they believe, or repent, or no. 


To which-we anſwer ; That Faith and Repentance, &c. are Anſt>. 


Promiſes of the New Covenant, as well as Juſtification and 
Eternal Life ; and he that hath ordained the End, hath alſo or- 


dained "the Mcans :; 1 will: put my Lat» into their inward Parts, and Jer:31.33-. 


write it in their Hearts, and will be their God, and they ſhall be my. 
People, And I will makg an everlaſting Covenant. with them, that 7 
| wall. 
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"4 will ot turn away from doing them good, but 1 will put my Fear into 


Joh.6.37. 


Eph.1.4. 


their Hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me. 1 hat God who 
hath promiſed to make us Happy, hath alſo promiſed to make 
us Holy ; he hath promiſed Grace to us here, and to change our 
Hearts of Stone, and to give vs Hearts of Fleſh, as well as he 
hath promiſcd to give us Glory hereafter. 

Our being called in Time, is but the effeft of God's eternal 
Love before Time, becauſe be hath loved us with an everlaſting 
love ; therefore with loving kindneſs bath he drawn s. We are called 
by the free Grace of God according to his purpoſe,as well as julti- 
fied and eternally ſaved. We are predeſtinated that we may be 
conformable to the Image of his Son in Holineſs here on Earth,as 
well as in Heaven hereafter. If Men are left under the power 
of their Sins, or only to the bare improvements of their own 
natural Abilities in a meer reformed Life, and neyer brought by 
the free Grace of God to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo to have 
real Union with him, tis an evident ſign they ſhall never be ſa- 
ved, they being none of them that the Father hath given to 
Chriſt ;, for, ſaith he, all that the Father giveth to me, ſhall 
come unto me ; ard in theſe only are infuſed the Divine Habits 
of Saving-Grace. The Apoſtle poſitively affirms, that God 
hath choſen us in Chriſt before the Foulidation of the World, that we 
ſhould be Holy, and without blame bef.re bim in love not only cho- 
ſen to Salvation which is the End, but to Holineſs as the Means : 
Not becauſe we are Holy are we choſen, but that we may be 
Holy ; but this ought not to take any Sonl from the.uſe of the 
Means. And as a clear demonſtration and illuſtration of this, 
I might mention that paſlage concerning Paul's Voyage to 
Rome, in reſpeQ of that aſſurance God gave him of the Lives 
of all that were with him in the Ship; the Angel of God ap- 
peared to him, and ſaid, And lo, God bath given thee all them 
that ſail with thee, Wherefore, Sirs, be of good chear, for [ be- 
lieve God, that it ſhall be a4 it was told me, This Promiſe was 
abſolute, yet ſee what Paulſaid to them, Except ye abide in the 
Ship, ye cannot be ſaved. That God that hath promiſed us Sal- 
vation, doth not ſave us without the uſe of Means, although 
the efficaciouſneſs and truth of the Promiſe, does no ways de- 
pend upon the virtue of the Means, but the Means are made 
efteftual by virtue of the Promiſe, yet whoever neglects the 

_ Means, 
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Mgatis, under any pretence of a free Promiſe, he daes. but -. 
tempt God, but doth not ( as ſome obſerve) rightly believe in Amro 
him. s , by + . on the place, ® 

Seventbly Amongſt the wicked Spirits that are entred into 4 
this Man, namely, into this Coanterfeit Chriſtian, that horrid 
and wicked Spific-of Unbelief muſt not be left out, for tha =««, 
this Sin of Sins is in all unconverted Perſons, yet it reigns and + 
triumphs more a this ſort of People than in others. Prophane 
Perſons are kept up by a falſe Faith, depending, as they will tell 
you, on the Death-and Merits of Chrilt, tho "tis only curſed 
preſumption in-them for that cannot be a true Faith, which 
changes not the Heart and Life of the Creature. But they be- 
lieve not, -by. reaſon of love to their Sins, which they are not as . 
yet willing to forgo. .,But theſe believe not on Chriſt, becauſe of 
that loye which they have to their own ſeeming RighteouſneG, 
which in point of Truſt, Hope, and Dependance, they alſo are 
not willing to forgo. "Theſe Men place that Hope on their own 
Works and Righteouſneſs,which true Chriſtians place on Chriſt, 
and fo.unbelief in them throws Chriſt quite away, they having 
no need of him. a 

1. What is Unbelief, but an aftual or vertual denial of the 
Truth of the Goſpel, when Men do not aſlent to the Doftrine 
of it, by an aft of the Underſtanding ? 

2. ?Tis a refuſal to accept heartily of Chriſt upon the Terms Charnck 
of the. Goſpel, which is oppoſite to Juſtifying-Faith, when 
there is not a fiducial Motion to Chriſt as the Center. . When 
Chrilt, .the only Foundation and chiet Corner-Stone, is laid a- 
fide, and the Need and Worth of him not believed. This Sin 
binds all the Guilt of all their old and new Sins upon their Souls, 

*tisa Sin againſt the higheſt Goodneſs of God,and caſtCongempt 

upon it ; for never did God manifeſt ſuch ſovereign GoWneſs 

unto hs Creatures as in Jeſus (Chriſt. God hath ſaid, there As 4- 12. 
is no Life, no Salvation any other way, but- by the Lord Jeſus. * 

But theſe Men do not aſlent to this Truth, do not believe the 

Report 'God hath given concerning thg want, of perfect Righ- - 
teouſneſs and Regeneration, and Self-debaſement, &c. Nay, 

they ſeem tovontradiCt the Wilt of God, Wtheir going about Rom. 10.4, 
to eſtabliſh-rheir own Righteouſneſs, and ſo not ſubmitting to 

the Righteouſneſs of God. In a work tis a denying of Chriſt, 


and 
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and adiſeſteeming the Price- of his Blood, as it alſo reflets pn 


" the Wiſdom-of God; "in- fixing- on this way. to fave Sinners; 


'Tis an invaluating the Excellency of Chriſt's Perſon, «Blood 
and Merirs. As Faith counts all things Dung in Compariſon of 
Chriſt ; ſoUnhelief accounts the Perſons Offices; and Doctrine 
of Chriſt, ;but- as Dung 'in Compariſon of the Excellency of 
Slf-Righteouſneſs, Self-Wiſdom, Selt-Sufficiency, &c,. Theſe 
Me#are the worſt Neglefters of -the great Salvation, they do 
not only neglet it, but flight and contemn it, there being in their 
Thovghts not *any need to look for Salvation this way : They 
that ſin againſt the Law, fly tothe Goſpel ; but theſe fin againſt 
the Cure held forth and extended in the Goſpel. Whither muſt 
theſe fly ? fince there remains no moreSacrifice for Sin : if this 
be flighted, no other way or meaps is ordained for Salyation, 
Snch-who refuſe the Covenant of Grace; and depend on the Co- 
venant of Works, | how woful is their Condition-? And what 
hope a Law often tranſgref?d can give a MalefaCtor, is (faith 
a worthy Perſon) eafy to imagine : Millions have periſhed by it, 
none can-be ſeaured by'it, as none ever by it were or cauld be 
ſaved. At firſt theſe Perſons tranſgreſſed againſt the Rule, but 
now they tranſgreſs againſt the Rule and Remedy tos. - None 
but Unbelievers are deſpiſed /by God, none hut theſe ſhall taſte 
of his Wrath and DivineVengeance; this is the condemning Sin, 
this is Satan's ſtrongeſt hold, hither -he retreats after all, and 
Here he keeps fs in chains his miſerable Captive. ' He that be- 
lieves not, ſhall be damned. And'what is Faith but a going out of 
a Mans ſelf to Chriſt for Life and Righteoulheſs, as a poor 
wretched and miferable Sinner ? But theſe Men now ſee not 
themfelves*to be in Jom_ 4 I 
E Hypocriſy, it appears from th; whole which hath-been (ai 
of UE a? Spies that _ into this” Marr. fn 
Hypocriſy is oppoſed to that inward Simplicity of th& Heart, 
and all counterfeit Profeſſors are guilty-of it, 'though all do not 
a&t the part of an Hypocrite with an Intehtion, 5. e. are not con- 
vinced, they are Hypocrites : ſome deceivetheir own Hearts, 
they are the groſigggdort 3 ot Their Hearts dective them, 
theſe are moſt to tied!, a Man may doubtlefe an Hypo- 
crite, and he may not kno it, he may go on-in 4way' of Duty, 
and doall things, as he thinks, exa(tly according to the-Letter of 
| the 


fs 
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the Word, andin UpMghtneſs as he may-judg;, and yebbe-un- 
- ſound 5; certainly thus it was with the fooliſh Virgin. - © Mat. 25. 
 Hypocrites may «þe- nevertheleſs diſcerged'y /6ur” Saviour 
hath given the CharaCter of them. _ FA | 
1. They are.commonly moſt zealous from .the leſſer things of 
&cligion, 4.e. for paying Tithes of Mint, Anife, and Cunmmin, but Nat. 23. 
neglett the weightier things of the Law, Fudgment, Mercy, Faith, 33» 24- 
and the Love of God © They ſtrain at a Knat, and ſwallow a Cam- Luke 11. 
mel, They make a ſtir about external Rights, Obſervation of 4*- 
Days and Meats, but to thegPower of Religion and Godlineſs 
are Strangers, and expericnce nothing of a Divine change on 
their Souls. Y 
z. As they lay the greateſt ſtreſs upon the leaſt things, ſo they 
are commonly partial in their pretended Obediences they4ay 
hard a_ or beavy- Burdens upon others, but they themſelves $11 Mar. 23.4. 
not touch them with one of their Fingerzs What they preach and + 
preſs on others, they do not themſelves, 'they will nat obey 
Chriſt, nor follow him inghe hardeſt things, nor do they obey 
in Love, or always. * \ 
3. They are common]Wnding Faults in other Men, car Mar. 9. 3, 
ſpy the Mote in their Brother's "Eye, but cannot fee the Beam that 
# in their own, Asit is a Sign of notorious Hypocriſy and Im- 
pudence, to cenſure and judg others for thoſe Sins which Men 
live in themfelvesz ſo it is a Sign of like Hypocriſy, toſpy 
Faults in others, and reproach them for- thoſe Faults, - and yet 
the Perſon is guilty of worſe himfelf. What they preach-and 
preſs on others, they do not themſelves ; they wifl not follow 
Chriſt in the moſt hard and difficult things of Religion, but pick 
and chuſe3 will do fome things that they like of, and not only 
neglect others, but quarrgl with them who contend for it, and 
faithfully ſabjeCt to Chriſt in it. And as they are not univerſalin 
their Obeflience, ſothey do notobey ig, Love, nor do they obey ,, 
always as ſincere Chriſtians do, as David intimateth. 
4- They are generally very confident touching the Goodneſs 
. of their own Condition, not queſtioning their-Salvation ; thys 
were the Phariſees, they judged others were in a damnable 
State, but aFtouching themſelves, did -not doubt but they were 
the only People 7 and bleſſed God they were not as other Men : 
*'whereas a true Chriſtian's full - Fear, '-#nd doubts m_—_ _ 
| 2 
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Truthof Grace received, and:Goodndft of his Condition; 

5. They are 'vain-glorious, do what they. do to be ſeen of 
Men ; like the Phariſees, They love the Praiſe of Men, more than- 
the Praiſe of God : their Hearts are kept up by the-good Opini- 
on others have of -them3 they, like their Predeceſſors, love 
greetings in the Markgts, and uppermoſt Rooms in Feaſts, and to by 
called of. Men Rabbi : they alſo are ſubject -to Envy, or have 
their Hearts riſe againſt ſuch who they hear out-do them 3 aud 
would be looked upon*es the chiefeſt of Men, | in Learning, 
Parts and Wiſdom. Me | 

6. They are commonly very zealous to make Men Proſelytes 
ro their own Notions of Religion, though may be falſe and cor- 
rupt Notions: but if they can but bring a Perſon to receive 
their Principles and external Ordinances,.then they glory, tho * 
hereby-he is made twofold - (p:zrbaps ſevenfold) more the Child 
of Hell than before ; the, poor deceived Wretch thinking this 
change of Religion is a true Converſion, and ſo never looks out 
for any other, but ſpeaking Peace logs own Soul, judging all is 
well' within. They doubt not butWey» have Religion enough 
when it doth commend them to Mygh _and are taken for Saints 
by Saints; their greateſt Labor is to keep up their Name and 
Credit ia Religion; ſo that if- they may paſs unſuſpeRed a- 
mongſt their Fellow-Creatures, - or have the Approbation of 
Men, and-that if none can eharge-them jultly- with any jmmo- 
ral Actions, they reſt ſatisfied 5 whereas the greateſt Care of a 
true Child of God is ſo to walk and labour, that he may be ac- 
cepted of God, and have his Approbation. 

7- Self-is commonly in the bottom. In all they do, they aim 
not at the-Glory of God, but have a carnal Deſign, -Selt-Ad- 
vantage, or Self-Applauſe, &c. This moyes and quickens them, 
and animates them in all they perform in religigus Services ; 
and if they miſs of their end, be- it what it will, they ſoon are 
weary, and grow. col& and flat-in; their Spirits, and become 
quarrelſome, and ſeek Offences, and diffurb the Peage of the 
Church to whom they belong. ' 

8. Moreover, they are not the ſame at, Home, which they are 
Abroad.; not in Private, what. they ſeem to betin Publick.; 
may be ſeldom pray, either in their Family, er.Cloſet ;, or if 
they do, *cis with alittle Zeal, Enlargednef6, or -Aﬀeftiog to 
God; | There 


Sy 
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There are divers other Marks and Charafters of Hypocrites; 
and of theſe. falſe. Profeſſors, which i,muſt: paſs by; becauſe -1I 
would ſpeak a word. or two of : Applicdtion. . -;- 4 2% 1! 

ln the laſt place ; The latter: State of theſe: Men: is worſe 
than the firſt, 1. Becauſe God oftentinies leaves them to ju- 
dicial Blindneſs, and to the hardneſs of their own Hearts : 
According 44 it 1s written, God hath given them the Spirit. of Slum- Rom. 11.8; 
ber, Eyes that they ſhould: not. ſee, 'nnd Ears that > x ſhould not | 
hear, unto this day. Even thus, as God dealt with the Unbe- 
lieving Fews, or the People of that Generation, ſo | ſay he often- 
times deals with other formal Hypocrites, &c. and for the ve- 
ry ſame Cauſe. Doubtleſs it was for thoſe Spiritual Sins, Un- 
belief and Hypocriſy, the Phariſces, and other People of 1ſracl 
: were rejected and caſt off, And O what Wrath were they laid 
under! the Wrath of God (1s Jaid.) to come wpor them to the 
uitermoſt, | * | | 

| Moreoyer,. ſome of theſe falſe and» counterfeit Profeſſors, 
alſo fall into the very ſame Sins and horrid Abominations they 
were guilty. of before they made any profeſſion of Religion ; 
nay,and they prqye more vile and notorious in Wickedneſs 
than ever : It hath often been ſeen, that this ſort of -Men who 
forſake the Ways of God, which they ſeemed to -own-and * 
profeſs, have at laſt- appeared more mon in Sin than the 
vileſt Men, being ring-leaders to all lewd and curſed Practices 
and Deeds of Darkneſs ;- ſo that the- ſame unclean Spirit. re- 
turneth into ſome- of them in the ſame ſhape alſo; though 1 
cannot ſee-any ground to believe it happens {o to them all ;, for- 
doubtleſs many of them retain . their-4eeming. Zeal; and ex+ 
ternal Profeſſion of Religion and outward Hohneſs,/ untit they 
dice, Evidett it is, our Saviour applies this direful Doom on 
the People of that Generation, viz.. the Fews, particularly-to 
the Scribes and Phariſees, ſee the 38th verſe. Yet certain It is, 
many of them never turged- to open Prophaneneſs; but died in 
their Unbelisf. whilſt th&F abode proud and zealous' Phariſees. 
Yet I ſee no reaſon to queſtion but this returning:Devil, and 
thoſe ſeven other Spirits more wicked, is applied to them as well 
25. to others, who fell away from (their ſeeming Piety and Pro- 
feſion. But of ſome of themreſpecially it hath happened ac- 
cording to what St. Peter ſpeaks, For if” afteri they have efeqed i.” 
| x 
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the Pollmtiors of the: World through the Knowledg of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and art aj afs voereetit, the latter end: of that , Man. is worſe than 
the firſt ; that is, ſucha/knowjedg ofChriſb as brings with ity 
ot doth pridicey an outward reformation of - Lite. For as the 
Ele&t/ cannbr -be deceived, {o they / cannot fall figally, having 
the ſeed remaining in them, cannot fin unto Death,they are ſaid 

1 Joh. 3. to have eternal. Lafe whiding in them; Becavfe (ſaith Chrift)I {rve, 

15. Je {ball-livealſe."; tethat bath begun that good work i them, will 

Joh. 14-19 perform: it to:the Day of Chriſt. © They are paſſed ' from Death-nnto 

Phil.1.6. Z:5f6; 4x4 ſhkil nt come into:condemnation. - But as to thele falſe- 
hearted or hypocritical Perſons, it- happeneth to thera (that is, 

2Pet.2.22. to ſoiffe of them) according to the true-Proverb, The Dog 38 

turned to his own Vomit, and the Sow that was waſhed to her wallow- 

ing inthe Aire; The Apoſtle comparing them to Dogs and 

Swine, ſhews whar" ſort they were, wiz. {ach who never paſſed 

under 'an effeftual change of Heart, but were, whilſt they 

made a great or high profeſſion, like unclean Beaſts. Areſtraint 
may. be put on an evil Beaft,- or en a filthy and unclean 

Nature 5 where there is not a change of nature, *tis one thing , 

to have the Life waſhed or-cleanſed, and another-to have the 

Heart cleanſed.. . 

Furthermore; Some of this ſort who have received thoſe 
high, though common Hllaminations of the Spirit, even to 
ſuch a degree as they ar&ſaid to be imlyghrned, and to bave taſted 

Hc2.6.4- of the Heavenly Gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Occ, that is, 4n the common Gifts and Graces thereof; and yet 
after alt, they fall away, nay, and ſo fall, that they can never 
be renewed ag ain by Repentance : Therefore ſome of theſe Per- 
{ons are they-who ſin the Sin againſt the Holy- Ghoſt, that 
ſhall never be forgiven: Prophane Perſons doubtlef do not fn 
this Sin, nor can true Chriſtians commit it ; they cannot ſin 
unto Death. No, no, theſe are thoſe miſerable-Souls, thoſe 
curſed Apoſtates, who are liable and | Hl to fin the unpar- 
donable Sin. Nay, and obſervable WF is, that the Lord Jeſus 
in the verſes before he ſpake this Parable, intimates, that 
thoſe very Phariſees, &c. were guilty of, or in danger of be- 
ing charged with this Sin, ſee ver/. 30. they "ſhewed ſo much 
Malice againſt our bleſſed Saviour, as to charge him with a 

:qar.1z, Devil, and thathe caſt out Devils by Bealztbub* But mben the 

2 4» 28, | Phariſees 


* * —— _—— 


the Danget of Dyporvify. ( - bh 47 
Phariſeer heard it, they fad, This Fw dts 144 '6dſt" out Dorwvils 
but by Beelzebuby the- Prince” of the Deodls;-'Arie fron honoe he 
faid,, Al manner 'of Sin art Blaſphemyi fShll be forgiven vo : Men, 
but the Sin againſt the Holy 'Ghoft ſhall" riot be* forgiven unto Men, yerſ. TA 
And therefore he bids them to make the Tree good, intima- 
ting, whilſt the Heart' was" evil, and under diabolical Influ- 


ences, it would or might carry them'away toall horrid Words, 


ant gs . And then preſently” after: brings in this pa- 
rabolicat Speech, When' the wneltan Spirit” is \-iny of of py ng 

&c. *Tis not a ſpeaking of hard words againſt Chriſt and jy. .;, 
the Holy Ghoſt, but a ſpeaking them as the ts & wore Out. Sin agaiaſ 
of ſpite, deſigning to deſtroy him, amd render him oddious 5 the Hoy 
This is &angerons. 1. ?Tis a ſinning ' wilfully after a Perſon 6% -, 
has received much knowledg'4”it is x Sin knowingly commit _ es 
ted againſt the operations of the Holy Spirit, —_ CON» gives. 
tempt or higheſt reproach upon Chrift and the Holy Ghoſt, 
contrary. to the rational Convittions of their own Conſciences. 4metazos. 
2. There is alſo it appears Malice againſt Chriſt and his Spirit 

m the Hearts of thoſe Men who are guilty of it; they are faid 


ro dv deſpite "to' the © Spirit of Grace ; they deſert the Aſſemblies ney. 10.25 


where he manifeſteth his Gifts and Graces, they rejeCt him, vis. 
the Holy Spirit, with them, and. treat (as one obſerves) his 
Gifts and Motions, as if they -were me; Defuſions and Impo- 
ſtores of 'an evil Spirit : and this is ns wilfully, ont of Ma- 
lice to Chriſt; his People, and Religton... 3. Alfo donbtleſs Apo- 
ſtacy is another ingredient thereof in ſome, they fall away, '&+. 
they utterly difownthat Religion they have profeſſed. "4. Fi- 
nal Impenitency appertaigeth to it likewiſe; for what Sins we 
truly repent of, we fhall Be forgiven. But 'of theſe *tis iid, 
'Tis impoſſible to renew them again to Repentance, becauſe God. is Heb.s. s, 
withdrawn from them,” and hath left them for ever, fo that 
no Means uſed can do them any good. As. God will not renew. 
them again, ſo none eſe PT do if :* they fin therefore without 
remorſe of Conſciencez after they have made ſhipwrack of 
Faith, and that ſeeming Food Confſtience they once had ; for 
Paul intimated he ha# a' good Conſcience before he was con-- 
verted; or whilſFa Phariſte, Aft. 23.1. But thoſe who are un- 
ſound at Heart, who'd not fall away from theirſecthing Holi- 
linefs and profeſſion of Religion, and dic ndtfiw- Apoſtacy, 
Jews 


not be ſor» 
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yet.if they never come to ſavingly wrought upon, 'or to paſs 
under a Diyine Change, they all nevertheleſs. periſh in Hypo- 


criſy.; {o that every way' their and the State of all of 
them, is and will beat the laſt miſerable. ; any 
And from the whole we may note, 


That the State of the Self-righteous and Phariſaical Perſons, is far 
worſe than the State of groſs and prophane Syrners. | | 
_.Theſe are lick, Ab! Mae it not 3 wourfed, but ſeggno need 
of a Phyſician z. Sinners, but ſee no want of a Chriſt: - They 
may conclude they are converted, and therefore ſeek not after 
Converſion. We always. think his State is ſad, who, though 
mortally wounded, yet {eels no pain. Some Sinners are ſaid to 

- be paſt feeling 3 their Enemy is hid in them, they think ;he is 


: gone, 'when 'tis.no ſuch thing, for he another way has- faſter 


hold of them than ever. | 49 
'Tis a hard and difficult thing to-bring a Phariſaical Perſon, one 


| that looks tipon himſelf to be a religious Man, to ſet his woeful State 


and Condition, 
| Men may be civilized, and maks a great Profeſſion-of Religion, 
,and go for Saints on Earth, that are not ſuch in the fight of Godin 
Fleaven; * - 

We may alſo from hence infer, *T « moſt dangerow thing to 
makg a Profeſſion of. Religion,without true Regeneration be firſt wrought 
in the Squl ; better be no Beers at all, than not fo as to be ſincere. 

. Hypocriſy is a moſt curſed and dangerous Sin ; theſe Perſons Satan 
hath commonly the ſtrongeſt hold of, of all others, | 

The State of ſincere Chriſtians s happy : though Satan doth attempe 
to get into them, and deſtroy them, yet he cannot do i, there us no 
abiding for bim;, by may foil them, buff cannot give them a final 
fall ;, thongh they, fall, they ſhall riſe again. 

Satan carmot be ſaid to be quite thrown ont of that Mar's Heart, 
where the true Grace of God is not implanted, nor the Soul rengwed. 
None but theLord Jeſus, who is ſtronger than Satanzcan bind this 
ſtrong Man armed, and ſet the SoW at liberty. Where the 
Heart is not changed, Satan can return, in one way or-another, 
at his pleaſure, he takes them captive athis Will. : 

. Mortality, or all external Gifts .and\ common Graces, thaygh it 
may; ſeem to ſweep the Houſe, yet is the Howſe empty, and all « but 
like a vain Spew or Garniſh, all Reformation is nothing without Re- 
generation PPLI1- 


_ .ches. | Alas, you may tell thern of this abominable Sin a thou- 


_ the Sick vikited. They will give ſomet 


the Danger of Þyporriſy — © 
APPLUCATION. 


This may inform ns.of the Canſe and Reaſon there is (6 great 77=s. r. 
Reproach brought upon Religion, and on the Ways of God, 
and on the People of God, by ſome who profeſs the Go- 
ſpel. Alas, many of them who are called Saints, we may 
jultly fear are: but counterfeit Chriſtians, ſach who never ex- 
mom a true Work of Grace ;_ they may have knowing 

eads, but unſanitifed Hearts. And from hence it is there are 
ſo many proyd Perſons in many Congregations, who with brazen 
Foreheads will brave it out, with impudent Faces, in the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt's faichful Miniſters ; and though reproved, and 
told of their curſed Pride and abominable es, high and 
ſhameful Towers, hateful to God and good Men, yet reform not, 
will not deny themſelves of their filthy Luſts,tho the Name of God 
and Religion is expoſed to great Reproach and Contempt there- 
by,aod the Hearts of ſincere Chriſtians w ed,and mourn for it 
bitterly before the Lord. If they had but #Tpark of true Grace, 
could they ever ſtand it out thus againſt the Gun-ſhot of Hea- 
ven ? How fearleſs do they ſeem under the ratling Peals of the 
Thunder of Heayen ? They regard not the whetted Sword of.the 
Almighty, nor the bending of his dreadfnl Bow ; nor mind the 
Arrows that are juſt upon the String,who js ready to ſend forth 
his Anger with Fury, and bis Rebukes in Flathes of Fire. 

Moreover, from hence it is alſo there are ſo many covetous, if» t.2; 
earthly, and hard-hbearted Profeſſors and Members in Chur- 


fandtimes bver, and all to no purpoſe, their Hearts (*tis to 
be feared) are ſet ypon thejr Covetouſnels, they love the 
World more than the Word, nay, more than God or Jeſus 
Chrift ;- and yet, under a Cloak cf Religion, ſhelter them- 
ſelves as if all-was wall, and $hey good Chriſtians : And becauſe 
they covet no Man's Goods buttheir own, and ſo areworguil- 
ty of Theft, they coMlude they are not chargeable with this 
Stn of Covetoulneſs ; though Chriſt's poor M are not re- | 
ed, the Naked are not clothed, nor the Hungry fed, nor yy... 
g tis true, but not ac- 
cording tothe Need and Neceſſity of the Poar, -nor according 
to. their ; Ability :.nor is is out Lore to Chriſt, nor to his 
b mM PooOP 
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poor” Saints neither, they give what they do give, may be to 
free themſelves from Reproach, or to quiet their own Con- 
fciences. *And hence it is likewiſe there are ſo many Whiſpe- 
rers, Tatlers and Backbiters in Congregations, and fo conſe- 
quently ſo much trouble and diſorder in our Churches. Tho 
Godly Chriſtians may be guilty of great Diſorders and many 
Infirmities, yet I am -perſwaded, were there not many falſe 
and deceitful, carnal and hypocritical Profeſſors, it would 'ne- 
ver be as it is... What makes the beſt -Deſign that ever was a- 
mongſt us, for the promoting the lntereſt of Chriſt, ahd good 
of the Churches, ſo neglefted, and like to ſink in the Bud, but 
the great diſcouragement theſe ſort of People lay it under ? 
They have no mind to ſuch a good and great Work, they are 
for enriching themſelves, and te4ay into their own Coffers and 
Treaſuries, but not to caſt into Chriſt's Treaſury, And this 
evil Example of theirs, lays a TEngrenen on ſincere and vp- 
right Men and Wofften, What do'ſuch and ſuch do? they are 
far richer than |, and they will do nothing. To theſe let me 
ſpeak one word-; Why, will you do no more for God, becaufe 
ſome who love him not will do nothing ?. Alas, you had: need 
do the more : Iam perſwaded you would not willingly be found 
fooliſh Virgins in the Day. of Chriſt. ' How do your know buc 
theſe very Men ſhall be found. to be ſuch who yalue the gratify- 
ing of a baſe Luſt, above the diſcharging a holy and acceptable 
Duty to Chriſt ? who give more to deck and adorn their Hou- 
ſes, and pleaſe the baſe Luſt of their Children, than they will . 
give to promote the Goſpel, and recover the languiſhing Intereſt 
of Jeſus Chriſt that is in our hands. And may not this be the 
reaſon our Aſſemblies are ſo thin. on LeAuure-days? is it not 
becauſe the Hearts of Pegple-are not Tight with God ? Can god- 
ly Chriſtians be always under the fame Temptation ? Can Sin 
predominate ingghem, and oy act thus habitually to the ſcan- 
dal of their Jacred Religion ?»Can Sine in the Aﬀet&tions"of 
Saints, becauſe there are ſome Infirmities -in their Converſati- 
ens ? Is not a true Child of God quickly convinced of his Fault ? 
and doth he not 5} rn reform? But*this is a conſtant 
courſe of evil, and wilfully perſiſting in : "nay, and ye ſhall in- 
cur their diſpleaſure perhaps if you deal plainly with them, Sure 
hilt is at the Door. Now” the Kingdom of Heayen may cer- 
tainly 


- - the- Danger of Þppocrily, - 
tainly be compared to ten Virgins; five wiſe, and-as many foa- 
liſh : read the latter end of Mar. 24. and the beginning of the 
25th Chapter. Multitudes of Foolilh Virgins,*cis to be feared, 
are now got "into. the, Church, as Chriſt ſignifies it: would be a 
_ before his Coming, whoſe latter end will be worſe than 
the fixſt, | | 

This alſo reproves thoſe who foment ſuch Notions,and ſtrive 
to diſtil.them into the Minds of People that are abſurd, - and 
tend to blind and ruin. their Souls, telling them they are in the 
Covenant of Grace, and Church-Members, *by their Parents 
Faith, and have the Seal of the Covenant ; yet I could never 
learn what it doth ſeal or make-firm to them. . For a Seal, all 
know, uſually makes ſure all that is contained in the ſaid Cove. 
nant, -Shall they miſs of the Bleſſings of the Covenant of Grace 


who have it ſealed to them ? Alas, hereby 'tis to be feared, ma- , 


ny-think they are in a good Condition, though never united by 
ſaving Faith to Jeſus Chriſt. Can it ſeal, and not ſeal Cove- 
nant-Mercies to them ? Or can they perifh after they are in the 
Covenant, and haye the Seal of it ? Circumciſion was a Seal, 


'tis.truc,. of that Faith Abraham had, being yet uncircunciſed , rom, gz. 


it was not a Seal of that Faith which he had not, but of the 
Faith which he had ; -and therefore it could not be a Seal t6 
his Male Infants of the Righteouſneſs of their Faith which they 
had, being yet uacircumciſed, becauſe they had no ſuch Faith 
before Circumciſion, as to believe in God, and to have it impu- 
ted to them for Righteouſneſs, as had Abrahan their Father, to 
whom Circumciſion was only called a Seal of the Righteouſneſs 
of the Faich which he had yet being uncircumciſed, that he might be 
the Father of all them that believe, It was a Seal to him of the lat- 
ter Bleſſing-as well as the former 3 for the Promiſe that he ſhould 
be the Heir of the World, the Apoſtle ſhews was not through the 
Law, nor in or through Circumciſion, nor had any that dignity 
Tonferred upon them, but Abrebam only ; which cleafly ſhews 
Circumciſion did not Ppertain'to the Covenant of Faith, 
Likewiſe it may reprehend another ſort, who tell the People, 
they were made the Children of God, Members of Chriſt, and In- 
heritors of the Kingdgm of Heaven, in their Baptiſm, or rather 
Rantiſm.. Ofthe danger of this pernicious DoCtrine ! how ma- 
ny flatter themſelves with the popes of Heaven from _ falſe 
a Oun» 
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Fonndation, thinking they ſucked in the true Faith, and trne 
Religion, with their Mother*s Milk, and were made Chriſtians 


by a Prieſt's ſcattering a little Water on their Faces when 
Babes, tho they livein all manner of horrid Sins, and are Ene- 


mies to the Life and Power of Godlineſs ? This is a-way of © 


making Chriſtians which Chriſt and his Apoſtles never,taught , 
and it 15 a healing of the Hurt of the People ſlightly, taking them 
off from ſeeking after Grace and true Regeneration ; for if 
they were made true Chriſtians then, regenerated then, doubt- 
lefs their State is-good ; and fo ?tis to be feared, thouſands of 
them conclude, and never doubt of their Salvation. 

Reproof 3- Moreover, it reproves all who reſt on Morality ; who, be- 
cauſe they live a ſober Life, and pay every Man his own,,doing 
juſtly, &c. conclude all is well, yet look after no other Religion. 

* And italſo as much reprehends thoſe who boaſt of their Know- 
ledg and ſpiritual Attainments, they conclude their State is 
g00d, becauſe they are Members of a true Church, and have 
been Baptized indeed, and break Bread, Read and Pray in 
their Families, and diſcharge all other External Duties of Re- 
ligion, but reſt wholly upon theſe things, and never were 
brought to be poor in Spirit, norobtain real Union with Chriſt, 
but are ignorant of the Faith, of the Operation of God. 
What means the Pride of ſome ? their Earthlineſs, Contenti- 
on, Whiſpering, Backbiting, want of Love, Diviſions, &s. ſhut- 
ting their Eyes at further Light, and diſcovery of Truth ? 
O look about you for the Lord's ſake, leſt after all your high 
& 4.4 and Hopes of Heaven, you do not at laft drop down 
to New. | 

Reproof 4 Laſtly; It reproves all ſuch nice and ſcrupulous Perſons, who 

Deth God ſeem to make it their chief Buſineſs to render all odious who are 

—_— "0- not of their own fantaſtical Humor ; Women muſt not wear a 

"s jor 2 bit of Lace, &e. -nor a gold Ring, nor Men wear a Periwi 
no az though never ſoſhort and modeſt, (and,gdvifed to do it by ab 
immodeft Phyſiclans, for their Health-ſake) becauſe the Apoſtle ſaith, 
and fanta- "Ts a ſhame for a Man to wear long Hair ;, therefore they run in= 
Pn to Extreams, and'cut their Hair cloſe to their Ears, and ſo diſ- 
= by guiſe themſelves, and cenſure others as guilty of great Abomis 
and to be a- Nation, (who will not imitate them) as 'If the main Points of 
; beninated, Religion lay'in theſe fooliſh Formalities and Niceties, and as 4f 


. NOnE 
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notie were'to betdken for Godly Chriſtians, but ſach/ who are | 

juſt of.cheir Height, 7and Length,” and Breadth, and confortn-to 

chem in cheſt ſmaller'things 'Crhat may be lawful notwithſtand 

ing what fach-'fay) 5 ;aod render thoſe odious, who are better 

than themſelves, even as ſuch, who bats Inſtruition, and caſt God's 

Word behind them, &c. Theſe *Men :feem to bear the exatt I- 

mage of the Pharifees of old; i and"*though they thus franes 

« Knat, yet' at the' fame time sUrem to ſwallow a Camel. 'For 

one of this forr will be found, -icis tobe feared, guilty of horrid 

Lies and Slanders, back-biting and reproaching his Neighbours, 

ſeeming to be filled with Mahice and Envy, rendering a great bo- 

dy or multitude of godly Chriſtians, as a vile and wicked Peo- 

ple, wihout Exception, becauſe they deny Babes Baptiſon, as if 

they were Deceivers and curſed impoſtors,” yet a People ſound in 

all-the Eſſentials 'of true | Rejipion, 'and' of holy and gracious 

Lives, our Enetnics themſelves being fudges, and only difter from Se: wall's 

our Brethren- in'that one thing which no wiſe nor worthy Men 542t4/n «- 

make abſolutely neceſlary to Salvation. And 'tis not unknown neon. 

how- many: learned Perſons, who in the Point of Baptiſm 

differ from us, have acknowledged that we have the Word of Though this 

God plain for us in that matter : Moreover, have confefled, -In-" 3m bas 4 

fants Baptiſm is doubtful, and therefore called for Moderation #4 ne, 

and Charity. Bur little of this appears in ſome eenſorious Zea- — R 

lots ; though God (but a fey Years ago) made a dreadful Ex- 7 ,, ny , 

ample of one Man for his evil, envious, and reproachful Pen, thinb ach 

near this City, enough ro makeall to tremble: And it ought « ſerious 

never to be forgotten, how he abuſed the People falſely called 44*/=7 

Anabapriſts, in a-ſmall Pamphlet, is not unknown to many 3 and PDEs 

what Terror of Conſciencehe ſoon after fell under, and in De- | 

ſpair hanged hiplelf in 3rieklave, under the ſenſe and Apre- mes 

henſion off God?% fearfal Wrath and Diſpleaſure; crying out FonChild's 

againſt himſelf, for writing that curſed Book, to the'laſt;, de- Life ard 

claring that his State was worſewhan Cain's, Fudab's, or Spirah's ; Drath three 

and that he had touched the Apple of 'God's Eye, &c. * or four years 
This may alſo reprove the Churches of Chriſt, and the Pa. © 77%: 

ſtors of them, more particularly, for their. Careleſneſs and * DF... 

Negligence in receiving in Perſons : tho I know none tocharge, 

yet I am afraid we have generally failed herein. O that greater 

care may be taken for the time to come ;"tis not a great —_ 
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but atholy4nd.:goqd. Chiu iſt oves;r Lam perſmade#it 
would:be beter: with:theiGhurches,/-if many were ſevered from 
them: But Q haw Rkkburhayerany Dean dealt with): cither-for 
Pride-br-Covetouſnels 4 65.1) WEWCTENOL able: to: Hod out-ſuch 
Offenders as.well as others.i. 
Reproof. 6. - Moreover, it ſharply reproves thoſe Preachers whoſe great Bu- 
figeſs. 'tis toebring [Men'! into vile Profeſſion, and-make them 
#4 . Members of Charches, whoſe Preaching tendsmoreto bring Per- 
| ' fonsto Baptiſmy: ahd to ſubject to external-Ordinances, - than to 
ſhew themthe | neceſſity of /Regeneration; Faith, 'or a changed 
Heart. For the Lord's ſake take heed what you do, if you would be 
pure from the Blood of all Men. We too often ee when People 
are got into Churches, they concludeall is well ;. and whga-Cen- 
verſion is preached,they do not thinkit concerns ; tham,but others 
who are openly prophane:: and thus they come | to be blinded, 
may be to their own DeſtruZtion,;. and if their Blood donot lic 
at ſorne of your Doors, it will be well. | I am afraid ſome now 
adays like the Phariſees, may be ſaid tocompaſgSea' and Land 


_ -» drenof Hell than before, as our Saviour intimates. 
Exaninas, * It 'may alfo put ,us all upon a ſtrict Examination-of onr own 
Hearts, leſt we ſhould: be- found, ſome of.;theſe falſe and coun- 
terfeit Chriſtians. And that we may clear our -ſelyes in this 
matter ; Conſider, 

1. Were yovever throughly convinced of your ſinful and loſt 
Condition by Nature, and of that horrid Evil there is in Sin? 
Didyou ever ſee Sin'as the greateſt Evil, moſt hateful ro-Godz 
not only of ghe evil Effects of Sin, but alſo of the evil Nature 
p . of Sin, not only as it has made a Breach between God and Man, 
ba but has alſadefaced the Image of God in Man, and made ns like 

Rom. 8.7, the Devil, filling our Minds with Enmity agaitiſt God, Godli- 
nels, and good Men. 

2. Is there no ſecret Sin lived in and fayoured, the evil Ha- 
bir never being broke $[s not the World-more in your Aﬀecti- 
ons, Delires,, and Thoughts,Qthan Jeſys Chriſt ? 

3. Are you willing to ſuffer and part with all that you have, 
rathcr. than, ſin againſt God ? Do you ſee more evil in the leaſt 
Sin, than in the greateſt Suffering tg. 

' 44 Do you as muchfe!: ret have your - Sins mortiied as par- 

| s doned, 


Sincetvity 


d1ſcrived, 


to make Profſelytes, but when made, -are twofold,more the Chil: 
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doned, to be made holy i well 6 be made happy 94 Db v 
love the Work of oineN. rell'ssthe' Reward of Holinefs: 
Da.youlaye. the, Ward/of God for, that *urity; which Isio'it, 


agwellas the Advantagetbat-comesby.it2, oth 7 46; 
5- Have you'ſeen your own Righteouſneſs as 'fileby Rags, 
and have you been r in'Spirit ? $44 £248 
L 6.” Haye you received” # whole Chriſt with a whole Heart ? 
A whole Chriſt comprehends all bis Qſfices,, anT a whole Heart 
includes all/our Fachirie ies 21s not yapr Heart divided ? 


7." Is Chriſt, precious rto/you, evemithe chiefeſt- amongſt ren. thouſand ? Are 1 Per, 2/7 


ou the ſame.in private@as in publick*. Do you love Chriſt above-Son or Daugh- 
Jr? Do youoveat® Perſon of Obriſt ? _ 8 an ant 

8. Can you bear Reproof kindly for 'your Faulrs, and look upon him your 
deſt Fridnd, thar.dealsmgſt plainly with you.. | | | 

bd. Do you more pry ines. your own; Faults, than into the Miſcarriage of 
others ? ' Are 'ybu - unrerſal- 1n your 'Obedience ?., And do you obey Chrilt's 
$, becauſc'youlaye him ? _ | "Ip 

yogion nth ORY EAdverity, as now you art in a day 
of Proſperiry. 4 fr 

In Cats you #y you hate Sin as Sin ? Is your- Mind- ſpiritual, and ſet upen 
Heavenly chings? ou lovethe Sainrs, all che Sainxs, rhough. ſome of them 
arg yot of your es in ſome Points,of Religion? - - 
- - I2., Car you, go comfortably on in the ways of Chriſt, though you meer with 
lite eſteem amougſt the Saints ?. Cari yan thnx. your Souls upon God, though 
in Dells gong pb: Vhghe? bales of your- Juſlfieation and Salyazy 
on built upotfJeſus Chriſt ? ©: ' '4 

Conſider of rheſe few Queſtions, and do- nor doubt but that your Hearts are 
fincere, when,you can give a comfortable Anſwer, ro them, though ic be with 
forne fear and doubts that ſtill may ariſe in you. ' A true Chriſtian is ready to 
miſtake his Portion, and rake that to be his, that belongs to: an Hypoctite-5, as 
an Hypocrire on thedther hand, miſtakes that which belangs ro -him, and ap- 

lies that fo himfelf, , which is-the Portion of ſincere Chridlians; but - Grace is 
ſite aſmall Sced ar finſt, that cannor be ſoon eſpied in che Houſe, 5.4. the Heart, 
eſpecially when therc is much Smoak and Darkneſs yer remaining, 

But may be. fome may ſay, What you bavt (aid, tends to take us off of Holy Duties ObjeR.. 
——— coy « 
God forbid : for though we would not have you reſt ondepend-upomyour Arfw. 
Duties and Obedience 3 ome yams a. godly Man,., or he that isa true 
Chriſtian, hath ſuch Rig & wrong io ta. by him, that exceeds the Mat. «205. 
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